22 DEC 1998
Court - Anwar ( Recordi ng)
THERE | S A RECORDI NG OF ANAR S CONVERSATI ON W TH AZI ZAN - UW

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 22 (Bernama) -- There is a tape recordi ng of Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim s conversation with a man he all egedly sodom sed and it
proves his sexual m sdeneanour, the Hi gh Court was told today.

Anwar in the conversation urged Azi zan Abu Bakar to deny all charges
agai nst him (Azi zan), advertising executive Umm Hafilda Ali said when
testifying in Anwar's corruption trial.

"There was an inci dent when we nanaged to record the conversation
bet ween t he accused and Azi zan, in which the accused pl eaded to Azizan...to
deny all the charges," she said.

Um Hafilda, 31, is the witer of a letter alleging Anwar of
comm tting adultery and sodony.

The letter was sent to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
along with a sworn statement by Azizan in which he accused Anwar of
sodomi si ng hi m

Anwar, the forner deputy prinme minister, faces four charges of abusing
his position to interfere in police investigations into allegations of
sexual abuse agai nst him

Umi Hafilda said the tape was bei ng kept by Datuk Aziz Shanmsuddi n, the
prime mnister's political secretary.

To defence | awer Christopher Fernando's suggestion that she had
persuaded Azizan to fabricate the allegation, Umi Hafilda said: "Azizan's
sworn statenent was nade with full realisation and a desire to repent”.

Rej ecting the fabrication charge, she told the lawer: "This is the
nmont h of Ramadhan, M Fernando."

Her statenment drew | aughter fromthe public gallery.

Earlier, replying to anot her question by Fernando, Umi Hafil da denied
telling anyone that she had negotiated for Azizan to receive noney and the
former driver would be getting RML million.

There was al so a tense nonment when Fernando asked Unmi Hafil da about a
conversation between her and Ziela Jalil, the second wife of Donestic Trade
and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid, which allegedly took
place in the |ladies' toilet at the court.

Asked the lawer: "In a ladies' toilet here, did Ziela Jalil tell you,
after Azizan stated three tines that Datuk Seri Anwar did not sodom se him
this: You are cause of all this, you created the story, now Azizan is in
trouble.”

Denying that was so, Umm Afilda said there was no occasion during her
two nonths' attendance in court when she nmad net Zeila in the toilet.

"And | amsurprised how M Fernando could be at the |adies' toilet,"
she said, pronting others to |augh.

"You'l | be suprised," replied the |awer while denying that he had been
inthe toilet.

Justice S. Augustine Paul then ordered Fernando to prove his claim

Um Hafilda al so deni ed Fernando's suggestion that she accused
Shansi dar of having an affair with Anwar because she wanted her brother to
di vor ce Shansi dar.

But that was what even her father had said before adopting a different
view of |ate, she told the court.

Umi Hafilda al so denied that she was paid a large sumfor witing the
letter alleging Anwar of sexual m sconduct.

She al so denied that she wote the letter to prevent Anwar from



beconmi ng the prime mnister.

"That's not ny work, to prevent the accused from becomni ng prime
mnister, that's the work of the police and the court,"” she said.

The court did not deci de who becane the prinme mnister, interjected the
j udge.

But it was the court that woul d deci de whet her Anwar was guilty or not,
she responded.

Umi Hafilda al so rejected Fernando's suggestion that she had hel ped
prepare Azizan's sworn statenent with the knowl edge of her famly

Repl yi ng to anot her defence counsel Gurbachan Singh, Umm Hafilda said
she had never w tnessed Anwar and Shansi dar in any sexual act, or Anwar in
a honosexual act wi th anyone.

To anot her question, she said she came to know Zeila four years ago
t hrough her brother Azwan.

She had gone abroad with Zeila and her husband Megat Junid in 1992,
said Umi Hafil da.

She also made a trip to London with her business partner Datuk Sng Chee
Hua, who knows Zeila, a few days before this year's Umo general assenbly.
Sng's famly came along, said Umi Hafil da, adding that she woul d be
engaged in business with Sng's wife Susan at the end of the year or early

next year.
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