06 MAY 1998
Badmi nt on- Mahat hi r
THOVAS CUP SQUAD TOLD TO THI NK OF GLORY FOR COUNTRY

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has advi sed the national shuttlers not to think of naterial gains
but to strive to bring glory to the country when playing in the Thomas Cup
Final s i n Hong Kong.

"Don't think of the material gains but remenber the glory you, your
famly and the country will receive if you bring back the Cup.”

This was the message Dr Mahat hir conveyed to the Thomas Cup squad
through his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, who hosted the teamto
"hi-tea" at a | eading hotel here today.

Dr Siti Hasmah also told the teamnot to think of noney or other
incentives but to put the country before everything el se when they do
battle in Hong Kong from May 16-24.

"If you have a negative attitude you will end up as a failure...If you
have a positive attitude then you will get sonmewhere," said Dr Siti Hasmah,
the country's nunber one badmi nton fan.

Dr Siti Hasnah said the players had beaten world-class shuttlers before
and wi th the guidance of chief coach Morten Frost and M sbun Sidek the team
shoul d be able to live up to expectations.

She woul d be in Hong Kong to support the teamif they qualify for the
final.

"My husband said | can only go to Hong Kong if the teamnmake it into
the final," she said.

In his address to the team Badni nton Association of Ml aysia (BAM
presi dent Datuk Dr Abdul |l ah Fadzil Che Wan said they have full confidence
in the teamdespite the absence of Rashid Sidek

He said the present teamwere nore united than the 1996 squad.

"W would like to forget the 1996 episode...| feel confortable this
time as all problens have been patched up here before we | eave for Hong
Kong, " he sai d.

In the 1996 Finals in Hong Kong, Malaysia failed to qualify for the
semfinals for the first tinme since 1986

The squad then al so conprised players from BAM and Nusa Mahsuri, a
professional club run by former doubles ace Jalani Sidek, and their failure
was largely attributed to a rift between players fromthe two canps.

Frost, who is BAM Director of Coaching, said the teamwere well
prepared and ready to face the challenges in the final round.

"I'n ny 20 years of playing and coaching, | haven't seen a teamwth
such good preparations. | amlooking forward to it," said the fornmer Danish
great who took up the job here |ast year.

Team manager Datuk Al -Amin Mjid said although Mal aysia had targeted
the senifinals, he hoped the teamcould qualify for the final and go on to
wi n the Cup.

Mal aysia last won the Cup in 1992 in Kual a Lunpur.

The team who | eave for Hong Kong on May 14, will play South Korea in
their opening nmatch on May 16. -- BERNANA
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