10 FEB 1998
Abdul | ah- Umo
THOSE W SHI NG TO CONTEST MUST BE SI NCERE, SAYS ABDULLAH

SEGAMAT, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi said today party nmenbers wishing to contest top divisiona
posts nust be sincere and not sponsored by any group

Any attenpt to sponsor a candidate to unseat a | eader for whatever
reason was pitting a person agai nst anot her, he said.

This was an "unheal thy practice", he said at the sinmultaneous opening
of the Segamat Ummo division Youth and Wanita annual neetings, near here.

Abdul | ah al so said that party | eaders should avoid quarrelling anbng
t hensel ves, especially at a tine when party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad was counting on their support to revive the nationa
econony.

Meanwhi l e, in PORT DI CKSON, International Trade and Industry M nister
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz said the decision to discourage contests for
di vi sional posts was a joint decision taken by the supreme council nenbers.

Al had agreed with the proposal by Dr Mahathir that there be no such
contests, she told reporters after closing a Tel ok Kemang Umo Di vi si on
adm ni stration sem nar and special briefing on the current economc
si tuati on.

"What the party president had enphasi sed was that if a divisional head
is a suprene council nenber, we don't contest against him This is the
advi ce that we have accepted," she expl ai ned.

"There are probably | eaders who feel they should contest, but we
cannnot conpel them (not to contest), because we have no provisions in the
party to do so," she said, adding that if there was consensus wthing the
division it was better not to contest.

Raf i dah sai d divisional contests were not encouraged in the wake of the
present economic downturn as the full attention and energy of everyone was
needed to hel p revive the econony.

"If possible, let us give priority to our economy and set aside
everything el se. That was the intention of the suprenme council when we
agreed not to encourage contests,” she added. -- BERNAMA
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