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Those who expl oit econoni ¢ woes war ned

Farush Khan; Abdul Rahman Gsman

KANGAR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad today warned
certain parties to stop exploiting the country's econonic probl ens for
their political gains.

He said it would be very unfortunate if they were to use the problens to
Wi n votes.

"Such actions can only be equated to abetting the enenies from outside
the country,” he said during the neet-the-people gathering at the Stadi um
Ut ama here.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi ans who capitalise on the problens were no
different fromcurrency speculators who tried to profit from ot her
countries' mseries.

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m and Padang Besar MP Datuk Azm Khalid.

Dr Mahathir urged the people to continue to stand strongly behind the
Governnent in its efforts to ward off any assault on the country's
currency.

"One of the nost effective ways for the people to help the Governnent is
to maintain unity, besides being wise in their spending."

Dr Mahathir also drew the people's attention to the reports from Hong
Kong which said it had decl ared war agai nst currency specul ators who were
trying to force a devaluation of its currency by attacking the stock
exchange.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the free market system coul d be good
provi ded there was sone control over currency trading.

"Today Hong Kong has accepted (the fact) and declared a war (agai nst
currency speculators) until its econony revives. However, as long as there
were specul ators, they woul d always attack currencies, even after they
were revived

"And as long as they can attack our currency, we will not be safe," he
added.

He said the International Mnetary Fund had refused to control the
currency traders' activities as it considered free market "its religion"
which "they will protect even if it cost themtheir destruction”.

Earlier, when opening the RM1.5 mllion Federal Building in Jalan Jubl
Emas, Dr Mahathir paid tribute to the civil service stating that w thout
its contributions the country would not attain the | evel of devel opnment it
has enj oyed.

The Prime M nister said the civil service had managed to conti nuously
i nprove on the one inherited fromthe British four decades ago.

"Qur rapid growth cannot be attributed to the politicians alone but also
to a systemof adnministration with the capacity to transl ate gover nnent
pl ans."

Dr Mahathir said in recognising the country's conpetent civil service,

t he devel opi ng worl d had been sending their officers to Mal aysia for
training and studying the adm nistrative system

The el ection of retired Chief Secretary to the Governnent, Tan Sri Ahnmad
Sarji, as the Commonweal th Associ ation of Public Adm nistration and
Devel opnent (Capan) president |ast year was anot her testinobny to
Mal aysi a's conpetent civil service, Dr Mahathir added.

"We're grateful for having an efficient systemand admi nistrators to run
the country wi thout having to depend on anyone el se.



"Wthout this, it's not possible for us to give neaning to our
i ndependence. "

Dr Mahathir al so said the Federal admi nistration systempractised in the
country has benefited states with annual budget deficits Iike Perlis,
whi ch woul d, ot herw se, not be able to devel op thensel ves.

"Sonme of the nore devel oped states have not been happy to see their
resources distributed anong ot her states.

"But everyone nust bear in mnd that the country was rich and big, and
it included renote and poor areas. The rich states will indirectly benefit
frominprovenents in these rempte pl aces,"” he added

Dr Mahathir said the Federal Government woul d persist in devel opi ng
t hese poorer states.

"Once devel oped, they will have the capacity to eventually pay off their
debt s.

"W will not wite off their debts as this is not the way to pl ease
anyone," he said in a lighter vein.
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