14 JUL 1998
Sany- Wat er
THREE KEY PAPERS ON WATER READY FOR TABLI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, July 14 (Bernama) -- Three working papers on inter-state
water supply rates, criteria to build danms and neasures to be taken to
tackle water woes will be tabled at the second neeting of the National
Wat er Resource Council headed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said the papers were conpl eted
| ast week for tabling at the neeting the date of which had not been fixed.
The first paper dwells on the comon principles to be adopted by the
state and federal governments in tackling water supply problens, he said.
The second paper contains details on water charges to be paid by the
state or federal government to the state supplying water while the third is

on the guiding principle to approve dam proj ects nati on-w de, he said.

The quant um of conpensation to be paid to | andowners for |and acquired
for water projects had al so been incorporated in the third paper, he told
reporters after presenting excellent service awards to his mnistry staff
t oday.

The paper woul d al so contain details on the inplications of the water
projects to the environnent and devel opnent in surroundi ng areas, he said.
Samy Vellu said the relevant departnments in the council have approved

t he wor ki ng papers.

Asked to comrent on plans to revive projects which had been post poned
owi ng to the econom ¢ sl owdown, he said his ministry night appeal to the
Treasury for additional funds to conplete deferred infrastructure projects.

He said priority would be given to water supply and conti nuation of
unconpl et ed road projects, he added.
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