12/ 09/ 1998
Three Umo Yout h exco nenbers defy deci sion

Sa' odah Elias

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Three Umo Youth Exco nenbers - Dr Abdul Rahim
Ghouse, Saifuddin Nasution Ismail and Ruslan Kassim- today defied the
movenent's decision to reject any attenpt to drag it into any external
activity including the reformmnovenent initiated by ex-Deputy Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

The three, together with another well-known Anwar supporter, Umo Youth
head Dat uk Ahmad Zahid Ham di, had committed thensel ves to supporting the
deci sion made by Umo Youth at a special neeting yesterday.

All three were not only seen at Anwar's house since the norning, but
they had al so foll owed Anwar and his supporters for Friday prayers at the
Kanmpung Baru Mysque where Anwar delivered his speech

Today, the novenent's deputy head Dat uk H shammuddi n Hussei n advi sed
Zahid and the other three Exco nenbers to stay away from Anwar's house and
any ot her gathering by the reformnovenent.

"Al'l four had agreed to the unani nous deci sion to support Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir's decision to renove Anwar fromall governnent
posts and the Umo suprene council's decision to expel Anwar fromthe
party.

"They have committed thensel ves to the decision, and as such should
refrain fromany action that can result in Umo Youth being perceived as
being involved in the novenent," he told reporters at his office today.

H shamuddi n sai d Zahid and ot her Exco nmenbers shoul d not allow Umo
Youth to be used by anyone, especially in an activity that was clearly
agai nst Umo and t he Governnent.

The novenent, he said, would nonitor the situation but would leave it to
the supreme council to decide on the action to be taken agai nst those who
had wor ked agai nst the party.

He said al though Umo Youth could urge the suprene council to review
Zahid's position and that of the other three Exco nenbers, it would not do
so because no such deci sion was taken at yesterday's neeting.

On his stand with regard to Anwar's sacking fromthe Governnment and his
expul sion fromthe party, H shammuddin sai d:

"It was easy for nme to support both noves as | was convinced that they
were the right decision. This is because | amprivy to information about
Anwar and his friends which others m ght not have.

"My decision is not personal but based on ny priorities - to safeguard
the people, the country and the party and I will defend it until the end
of nmy political career."

But he said there should now be enough information "out there" for the
peopl e to make an i ndependent deci sion on the issue, |like the
contradi ctory statenents rmade by Anwar | ately.

Last Thursday, a day after he was sacked fromthe Governnent, Anwar had
told a Press conference that he had, against the advice of his | ega
advi sor, submitted to two DNA tests to determ ne the parents of a girl
all eged in a book, 50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi Perdana
Menteri, to be his illegitimte child.

The | nspector-General of Police, Tan Sri Rahi m Noor, later refuted
Anwar's claim calling himan outrageous liar as only the natural parents
of the girl had subnmitted to the test which proved that Anwar coul d not
have been the father of the child.

Subsequent to that, at another Press conference at his house, Anwar



refused to give an outright answer to that, but instead chose to question

why the police were still harping on the issue when it had been clearly
determ ned that he was not the father of the child.
Asked if he would still defend his decision if Anwar was willing to

swear his innocence on the Quran, Hi shamuddin said he woul d only conment
on that when it becane a fact.

Asked what woul d his advice be to the others who did not have the
information that he had, Hi shamuddi n sai d:

"Leave the matter to be decided through the right channel, be it the
courts, the political systemor turn back to God for Hi s guidance.”

The people, he said, should act rationally and in a mature manner so
that the issue would not destabilise the country or the econony.

( END)
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