12/ 04/ 1998
Ti cket sal es sl ow but Muhyiddin's optimstic

K. M Boopat hy

THE 40, 952 tickets booked for the Kuala Lumpur Conmonwealth Ganmes is a far
cry fromthe grand total of 1.2 million tickets up for sale but Sports

M ni ster Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said the Ganes woul d be a maj or success.

He said this after |launching of the online tickets sales through the
website of Ticket Express, the official ticketing body of the Ganes
yest er day.

"The Governnment have approved the ticket prices which range fromRM to
RVM600. The nunber of bookings may be snmall at the nobnent but we expect it
to grow as the public would definitely want to witness the performance of
worl d class athl etes and support our athletes during the Ganes."

The Aquatics events registered the hi ghest nunber of bookings with
12,991 tickets worth of RML.58 million while 5,560 tickets worth RML. 49
m | 1ion has been booked for the opening cerenony.

Ti ckets can be collected two nont hs before the Ganes.

The public will now be able to make booki ngs t hrough the official
ticketing outlets, the website and the hotline services run by Ticket
Expr ess.

The tickets are al so avail abl e from Sukom aut hori sed vendors.

Muhyi ddi n al so added t hat Mal aysia may even | obby for the Aynpics in 20
years and it woul d depend on the success of the Kuala Lunmpur Conmonweal th
Ganes.

Any such bid for the A ynpics would al so be subject to Ml aysi a bei ng
awar ded the 2006 Asian Games and successfully staging it, he said.

"W will prove to the International Aynpic Committee (1 COC) our
country's ability to host major sporting events |ike the Commobnweal t h
Ganes in the hope that they will entrust us with organising the A ynpics
bef ore 2020."

Meanwhi l e, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad yesterday
becane the first person to book tickets on the Internet using the website
www. t i cket express. com ny.
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