14 JUL 1998
Mahat hir - Hospita
TI ME FOR UKM HOSPI TAL TO PROVE METTLE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said it is time that the Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a
teaching hospital (HUKM to prove its nettle in international nedicine
whil e providing quality service at reasonabl e costs.

In the globalisation era, he said, there was no reason why the hospital
coul d not be a world pioneer in devel opi ng new technol ogi es and unravel i ng
mysterious di seases through rudi nentary, clinical and epi dem ol ogi ca
research.

"I't is our hope that patients fromall over the world will cone to HUKM
for specific treatnment which is HUIKM s speciality," he sai d when opening
the RVA00-mi | lion hospital.

The hospital, which becane operational last July 1, is the country's
third teaching hospital after University Malaya's university hospital here
and Universiti Sains Ml aysia's Kubang Kerian Hospital.

HUKM is run by medi cal specialists who are also its professors and
| ecturers.

Dr Mahathir expressed optinmsmthat HUKM coul d conpete in terns of the
types of services and options offered based on the prenise of quality,
val ued- added and hassl e-free servi ces which the conmmon people could afford.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent's decision to approve the construction
of the HUKM was proper given that facilities for teaching and research at
the Kual a Lunpur Hospital (HKL) was unsatisfactory as it mainly
concentrated on servicing and treating patients.

"Besi des, the governnment wanted to see the growmh of excellent nedical
and health care centres in an academic and smart environnent,"” he said.

Previously, for the past 26 years UKM had shared facilities with the
Kual a Lunpur Hospital to produce nedical practitioners and specialists, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir later toured several service centres of the hospital which
was built on a 23-hectare area alienated by the Health Mnistry.

At the surgery departnent, the prinme mnister witnessed a | aparoscopy
perforned by Prof Madya Dr Jasm Ali involving a small incision in the size
of 2nmto 10mmin the abdom nal area to enable a special tel escope be
inserted by the surgeon to detect a patient's probl emns.

Earlier in his speech, UKMvice-chancellor Prof Datuk Dr Anuwar Ali
said the university's medical, dentistry and associ ated health sci ence
facul ties, now occupying its Jalan Raja Miuda canpus, would be relocated to
the hospital's health and nedical academ c centre.

The university's nedical faculty has so far produced 2,500 doctors and
703 speci alists, he said.

At a press conference |ater, Dr Mahathir said government hospitals
shoul d use | ocal | y-produced nedi ci nes and not branded drugs.

He said the country was now produci ng nost of the nedicines for
donestic use while the government has been encouragi ng the | ocal private
sector to be involved in the manufacture of nedicinal drugs.
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