15/ 03/ 1998

Dr M Not atinme for contests

KUALA SELANGOR, Sat. - Party nenbers who want to bring about changes in
the party | eadership should defer their intentions until the country
recovers fromits econom c problenms, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today

Dr Mahathir said bitter contests at a tine when the country was facing
econom ¢ problenms would only cause a split in the party and inpede the
Government's efforts to revive the econony.

"Al t hough many woul d say that there should be changes in the party
| eadershi p, these changes, if needed, can be brought about later," he said
when openi ng the Kual a Sel angor Unmo di vi si on neeti ng.

Dr Mahathir said Umo was not out to stop any nenber fromtrying to
bri ng about changes to the party.

But changes at this tinme, he added, would not only divide and weaken the
party but would also thwart efforts to inprove the |livelihood of the
Mal ays.

"What is crucial today is for Umo to remain united and strong because
we are now dealing with new attenpts to “colonialise' us. Attenpts are
bei ng made (by external forces) so that we will |ose the power to
determ ne the policies of our country."

Dr Mahathir said in their eagerness to secure high positions in the
party, sonme nenbers not only resorted to dirty tactics such as noney
politics but also ignored Umo's struggle for the Malays, the very basis
of its inception.

"Sadly, some self-serving nmenbers supported those who were corrupt, not
realising that these corrupt | eaders nmay al so hold positions in the
Governnent and use their power for selfish interests,” Dr Mahathir said to
t he appl ause of about 1,000 del egates and nenbers of the Kual a Sel angor
Umo di vi si on.

Dr Mahathir said the suprene council's decision that nenbers of the
council who were i ncunbent divisional chiefs should not be chall enged for
t he divi si onal positions was not undenocrati c.

"In fact, it is to ensure that denocracy is not abused. Wen there is no
el ection, there will be no noney politics, or rather, there will be | ess
money politics. W nust educate ourselves to reject negative
inclinations.”

To strike a balance, the council also decided that incunbent division
chi efs should not be chal |l enged.

Dr Mahathir said another reason for the suprenme council to nmake such a
deci sion was to avoid a split within the party.

He said al though el ections were neant for the candi dates to gauge
whet her they had support, nore often than not such chall enges turned
bitter and that the winners and the | osers ended up bei ng eneni es.

"The losing side will not only isolate thensel ves but al so betray and
weaken the party," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the anger and aninosity would prolong until the genera
el ection which would see the losers in divisional polls refusing to
support party candi dates contesting in the constituency.

"I'n such a situation, the party candidate will |ose the el ection because
he has been deni ed support. This nmeans the party has lost."

He rem nded nenbers to understand denocracy and pi ck candi dat es usef ul
to the party rather than those who were only of service to thensel ves or



their supporters.

Al so present at the neeting were Dr Mahathir's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, and Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Qmar, who
i s al so Kual a Sel angor Umo divi sion chief.
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