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Time for world to check on MSC s progress

Francis C. Nantha

CREATI NG an environnment that nurtures and enhances creativity i s not
difficult in Malaysia - our natural all-year round sumrer weather and the
I ush greenery already offers nuch of the basic ingredients.

So, to see the resort-1like | andscape and wooden chal ets maki ng up the
mai n focal point of the Multinedia Super Corridor should not come as a
surprise for it is neant to be a testbed where creative mnds can run
riot.

In fact, one can i magi ne being conpletely cut off fromthe hustle and
bustle of urban |life in Cyberjaya as it is a self-contained comunity.

And, even though the passage there is through |ush greenery on roads
flanked by rows of oil palns, the community there will have perhaps the
best communication links to the rest of the world in the formof 10
G gabits per second trunk |ines.

Such is the strategic |location of the MSC, which also houses its co-
ordi nati ng body, Miltimedia Devel opnment Corporation Sdn Bhd.

This location will house the second neeting of the International
Advi sory Panel nenbers over two days from Feb 12, and the attendees will
be updat ed on progress achieved so far in the MSC

The | AP advi ses MDC on what it should | ook out for when handling its
task of being the one-stop agency devel opi ng the MSC

So far, 15 of the International Advisory Panel nenbers have confirned
their attendance, Multinmedi a Devel opment Corporation Sdn Bhd executive
chairman Tan Sri Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah sai d.

Anot her 19 are unable to attend due to prior conmmitnents but eight are
sendi ng other officers as replacenents to the second | AP neeting - which
will be chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

The | AP nenber shi p has now expanded to 41, up fromthe 29 when the first
| AP neeting was held on Jan 16, 1997 at Stanford University in California,
US.

O hman said the i ncreased nmenbershi p was due to the need to include
experts fromvarious areas that are of relevance to the devel opnent of the
MSC.

"Initially, we thought that nenbers should come fromonly a specific
i ndustry. However, after the devel opnent of the industry, we realise that
there are other personalities who can contribute to the MSC. "

Among the new i ncl usions are consumer electronics giants |ike Lucky-

CGol dstar of South Korea and Ericsson of Sweden. And this is due to the
M5C s focus on all research and tested results being w dely
comerci al i sed

Wth countless firns still flooding the MDC with applications for e-
recognition of their projects, conpetition is expected to be stiff and it
shoul d see Mal aysi a beconing a nore significant player in the next wave of
consuner el ectronics.

To further crystalise in the m nds of everyone present at the neetings,
three MSC-status conpanies will be invited to do a presentation - a fee
of what is taking place at ground | evel and that the MSC project has gone
beyond t he concept stage.

O hman al so said that the current econonic probl ens has had m ni ma
i mpact on devel opnents in the MSC. This is largely due to the MSC being a
priority project and al so nost investnents are in human resource.

Al so, nuch of the resources that have gone into setting up Cyberjaya has



| argely been local - with much of the building nmaterials and finishings
made up of | ocal wood products.

The MSC project is envisioned to be the driving force of the nation's
econony in the comng years with new products, technol ogi es and services
bei ng created and of fered.

(The writer can be contacted at nsthiz@b. nstp. com ny)
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