05 AUG 1998
MATRADE- PROMOTI ON
TI ME TO UNDERTAKE GREATER PROMOTI ON, SAYS MATRADE CHI EF

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysia External Trade
Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) has urged Mal aysi an conpani es to redoubl e
their pronotional efforts to get back their market share.

Its chief executive officer, Mbhammed Abdul Hali m Abdul Rahman, said:
"For these companies to be successful, they nust all ocate enough noney and
funds for pronotion and advertising."

However, he conceded that it was difficult to obtain | arge anobunts of
funds to undertake pronotion.

He made these remarks at a press conference held in conjunction with
the pronotion on the third Asian Pacific Economnmic Cooperation (APEC)
International Trade Fair to be held fromMNov 13 to 16, here today.

"We shoul d do something. W should not sit, wait and weep for the
econony, " Mhamred Abdul Hal i msai d.

He al so wel coned the governnent's nmoves to reduce three-nonth
intervention rates by 50 basis points to 10.50 percent and banks | oweri ng
their base lending rates (BLR), in order to nake avail abl e soft | oans for
conpani es for their working capital and to pronote their products.

"Thus, it would rmake it easier for these conpanies to participate in
trade fair and trade nission to other countries organised and partici pated
by Matrade," he added.

Earlier, five Ml aysian conpani es which confirmed their participation
inthe trade fair signed an agreenent with the organi ser. They were
Artwright Hol di ngs Bhd, Cel com (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd, DRB H com G oup, Hunza
Mari ne Products Sdn Bhd, Southern Bank Bhd and Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad will open the four-day
fair, which will focus on how new t echnol ogi es and skill ed manpower
contribute to the dynami c devel opnent of APEC econoni es.

The fair to be held at the M nes Exhibition Centre, will also feature
products, technol ogi es and programes related to "Enmergency Preparedness”.
It will be organised by FMM Exhi bition Services Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary
of Federation of Mal aysi an Manufacturers (FMV), and nanaged by Reed

Exhi bi ti ons Sdn Bhd.

So far, nore than 50 Mal aysi an compani es have confirned their bookings
at the fair and among APEC economi es to participate are Brunei, Canada,
Chile, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Taiwan and Thail and.

Earlier, in his speech Mohammed Abdul Halim said Ml aysia has inportant
and growing ties with APEC nenber economies contributing 78.2 percent to
the country's total trade

He said in 1997, Malaysia's total trade with APEC econom es anpbunted to
RMB45.9 billion, nearly a three-fold increase fromRML22.5 billion in 1990.

"The fair is, therefore, an appropriate event for the Mal aysian private
sector to reaffirmtrade ties and expl ore new busi ness opportunities with
their counterparts fromthe APEC region," he added. -- BERNANA
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