21 NOV 1998
Taj uddi n- Qut age
TNB RULES QUT SABOTAGE AS CAUSE OF WEDNESDAY' S PONER OUTAGE

ALOR GAJAH, Nov 21 (Bernama) -- Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) has rul ed
out sabotage as the cause of the | ast Wednesday' s power disruption in
several states in peninsular Ml aysia.

Exceutive Chai rman Datuk Dr Ahrmad Tajuddin Ali said TNB cane to the
concl usi on based on the situation of the national grid systemat the tine.
A team has been set up to investigate the incident, he told reporters
after presenting | oyal service awards to TNB Sout h Zone enpl oyees here

t oday.

There was specul ation that the power breakdown coul d be due to sabotage
as it took place as Mal aysia was hosting the Asia-Pacific Econonic
Cooperation (Apec) forum Summ t.

Tajuddin said that at 1.10pmthat day, there was a disruption in the
di stribution systeminvolving the 275 kv cabl e between Batu Gaj ah and
nort hern Kual a Lunpur

This in turn caused a breakdown at the main intake station in Slim
Ri ver, Perak resulting in the systembeing tripped.

Soon disruption was noted in the entire systemand TNB acted by
i mposi ng | oad sheddi ng.

"Power supply was fully restored at 4.15pm " sai d Taj uddi n.

He said the nagnitude of the outage was 2,700 nmegawatts conpared to
2,300 during the maj or breakdown on Aug 3, 1996.

Al t hough the severity of the disruptiion was bigger, TNB was able to
fully restore power in three hours conpared to 16 hours in 1996.

Tajuddin said he informed this to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
yest er day.

Mel aka was the nost badly hit state with 90 per cent of its supply
af fected. Johor experienced a 30 per cent supply breakdown while it was 15
per cent in Kedah, Pahang, Kel antan and Ter engganu

Perlis, Langkawi and Pul au Pinang (the island part) did not experience
any disruption while Perak suffered only a five per cent breakdown.
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