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M SI A-1 NDON JO NT COW SSI ON TO DI SCUSS | LLEGAL M GRATI ON

KEPALA BATAS, March 8 (Bernanmm) -- The incessant influx of Indonesian
illegal immgrants which is alarmng Malaysia, will be discussed at this
year's neeting of the Ml aysi a-I ndonesi a Joi nt Commi ssion, Foreign Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

"The mass exodus of illegal immgrants from | ndonesia seens unabated
despite an understandi ng between both countries on stenming it," he told
reporters after opening the Bertam Umo branch annual general neeting here.

Mal aysi a viewed the matter very seriously and had often taken it up
wi th Indonesi an | eaders, he said.

The i ssue was not new and the Indonesian governnment was fully aware of
how Mal aysia woul d deal with such illegal imrgrants, he said

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia had stressed in past neetings of the joint
conmi ssion that there should be efforts on the part of the Indonesian
authorities to curb the mgration of illegal workers fromthe republic to
Mal aysi a.

However, he said, it would be quite difficult for Indonesia to check
its citizens fromillegally sneaking out given the republic's |ong
coastli ne.

Mor eover, trespassing Mal aysian waters was relatively easy for them he
sai d.

Abdul | ah took to task the handful of Mal aysians who colluded in
facilitating passage to the illegal inmmigrants into the country.

"Such acts contravene the |law of the country and we're fortunate to
have acted fast by detaining themunder the Internal Security Act," he
sai d.

On Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad's two-day official visit to Myanmar
begi nni ng tonorrow, Abdullah said it would be the first such visit there by
the Prime Mnister since Myanmar joined Asean in July |ast year

"The visit is of special significance to Malaysia as it not only
enables the prinme mnister to discuss bilateral matters but also the
current economc situation affecting the region," he said.

Earlier in his speech, Abdullah said party nmenbers could determ ne the
future course of UVNO and contribute towards national consolidation by
uphol di ng the practice of consensus and rejecting noney politics.

The denocracy practised in the country is in line with the concept of
consensus which | sl am advocates, said Abdul l ah, who is al so an UMNO
vi ce-presi dent and Bertam branch chi ef.

Abdul I ah criticised UVNO nenbers who turned violent during party
el ections and hoped it would not end up being a party of thugs.

"The Umo struggle is based on sincerity, sacrifice and strong
patrioti smand not based on noney, violence or force," he added.-- BERNAMVA
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