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17-year-ol d to show of f Easy Educati on software

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - To be showcased al ongsi de a host of world-class
compani es, industrial organisations and governnent agencies at a premer
exhibition, would be an intimdating prospect for nost teenagers.

Shawn Tan, 17, however, takes in his stride the recognition which he has
recei ved for devel oping his software application called "Easy Education”

a far cry fromstarting out as the famly typist, five years ago.

The youngest exhibitor at 1TX '98 to be held later this nmonth, Tan hopes
to introduce his programre to the public, especially students,
educationi sts and conpani es which may be interested in developing it as a
product .

"Basically, the progranme schedul es tine for studying and ot her
activities as well as evaluates students' understandi ng and performance in
their | essons.

"I got the idea when nmy friends and | were studying for the Sijil
Pel aj aran Mal aysi a exam nations - it seened there nust be a quicker, nore
effective way to map out tinme for different subjects, keep track of what
we had revised and test our understanding."

Tan said students could also set priority levels for each of their
academ ¢ subjects and the programre could allot nore or less tine for each
subj ect as needed.

He drafted out the progranme before his SPM exani nati ons and only began
working on it after that.

"My parents were a bit worried that I was spending too nuch tinme on it
and not enough on ny studies."

Apparently, Tan spent nore than enough tinme studying, as he scored 9Als
in the exans.

Currently, he spends much of his time inproving and "debuggi ng" the
programre, which al so needs input fromacadem c experts and teachers in
terns of setting questions to test student perfornmance in various
subj ect s.

Al t hough the price of the software would be determ ned | ater, he
enphasi sed that the aimof conmercialising it was to nmake it accessible
and affordable for students, and that he hoped the range woul d be
"sonmewher e around RVBO".

However, Tan maintai ned that information technol ogy was only a hobby for
him He is considering several options for further studies, including
engi neeri ng and nmedi ci ne.

"People don't have to be intimdated by IT. You can learn to use
technol ogy to inprove your quality of life, without making it your whole
life.

"I started out as the famly typist when ny father first bought a
conputer five years ago. Then | began getting really interested in
pr ogr anmi ng. "

Tan t hen taught hinself progranm ng | anguages such as C++, Pascal and
Basi c, by reading the manual s and experi nenting.

"There is no short cut - the application itself nmakes life easier but to
be successful in developing it, takes hard work and a lot of trial and
error."

Tan said it was possible for nmany nore Mal aysi ans - conpani es, young
students and mi ddl e-aged people - to develop and use localised IT
applications, as denonstrated by the thrust on I ocal innovations and



brands at ITX '98, to be opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on April 21.
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