06/ 03/ 1998

“Tol erance the mark of Islamin Ml aysia

KUALA LUVMPUR, Thurs. - The Ml aysi an- Eur opean Uni on Joi nt Sem nar: Europe
and the Islam ¢ Wrld woul d enabl e nore people in Europe to know t hat
tol erance was the hallmark of Islamin Ml aysi a.

Spani sh anbassador to Mal aysia, Carles Casajuana said it was inportant
to send the nessage that Mal aysia, as an Islamc country, practised
openness to other cultures.

The two-day sem nar, organi sed by the Malaysian Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng and the Oxford Centre for Islam ¢ Studies is scheduled to be
opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on March 24.

Spai n was appoi nted one of the European Union consultants to organise
the senminar with Ikimand the Oxford centre.

The other consultants are fromBritain and Italy. New Straits Tinmes is
the of ficial newspaper.

Casaj uana said when Islamwas in Spain nearly 800 years ago, it was at
the height of its glory and Spain was still considered by many Mislim
countries as a "brother" nation.

Today, traces of that heritage could be seen in Cordova, Andal usia and
Granada where Muslinms had settled. Spain was the scene of an ideol ogica
confrontation between |Islamand Christianity.

Bot h Spai n and Mal aysia had sonmething in cormbn as both nations had been
at the crossroads of international maritinme trade

However, Casaj uana added, there was sonething different about Ml aysi a.
Though it was a nulti-religious country, there had not been any
confrontati on of ideol ogi es.
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