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ACCORDI NG to a recent newspaper report, the possibility of achieving
Vi sion 2020 targets appears to be uncertain. This is nobstly due to the
current econonic probl ens.

It would be sad if this were to happen. Many Ml aysi ans have psyched
upt hensel ves to deal with the nine challenges first proposed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad about seven years ago.

Even if the econom ¢ di nension of the vision is not achi eved by 2020,
there is no reason why the other chall enges cannot be pursued with the
sanme zeal

Mal aysi ans can still inprove upon intangible assets, |ike values, for
exanmple. It is anticipated that values will becone inperative in all areas
of life in the next century. Everyone shoul d consider doing a qui ck check
on his or her val ue system

Actually, failure to nmaxinmi se our value system can have a negative
i npact on other nore tangible indicators, |ike productivity, profitability
and accountability. Figures to prove this are hard to cone by, but a
random observati on should be sufficient to substantiate it.

One notabl e exanple is our value systemin relation to treating the
environment. W have to adnmit that some of us have made blunders in terns
of taking too many things for granted as far as environnmental care is
concerned. It is unfortunate that so nuch tinme and resources have to be
used to correct the ecol ogical inbalances that man has consciously or
subconsci ousl y created

I magine, if only a val ue-laden planni ng and devel opnent strategy had
been subscribed to by planners and devel opers fromthe very begi nning,
then we woul d not have to face an environmental crisis of this nmagnitude.
Furthernore, our resources can be fully utilised to conbat the econonic
pr obl em

The grow h of the econony prior to |last year, the increase in the
popul ati on and the augnentati on of urbani sation have signalled the need to
formul ate a conprehensive and dynam ¢ pl anni ng and devel opnent policy
whi ch focuses on an enduring and bal anced spiritual and materi al
devel oprent .

A degraded environnment, including the breaking down of the natural life
support systemis becoming a reality. Depletion of the |and and soil
destruction of water catchment areas, and denuding of green belts are the
out st andi ng envi ronnent al probl ens.

Despite determ ned efforts by the |local authorities, sone of the nore
conmon negative effects of urbanisation still refuse to go away. For
exanpl e, pockets of overcrowded squatter communities which | ack basic
sanitation, clean water supply, waste-di sposal facilities and adequate
recreational services still persist. It has been argued that one of the
root causes of these societal and ecol ogical problens is the i nadequacy of
Mal aysi a' s pl anni ng and devel opnent policy.

Thus far, Malaysia' s planning and devel opnent policy has nmimcked its
forner colonial nmaster, the British. A concept put forth by Ebenezer
Howard in 1902 led to the creation of, anong the British m ddl e-cl ass,
chanpi ons of the "Garden City". The "Garden City" npbvenent propagated the
i dea of conprehensive pl anni ng wher eby busi ness ventures coul d be
har moni ously mixed with the devel opnment of suburbs with a general plan to
control growth.



Many peopl e have taken exception to the "Garden G ty" concept of
pl anni ng and devel opnent. Thus, began the normative approach which
consists of two rel evant features.

First, devel opnent is val ue-laden, involving human attitude and
preferences, self-defined goals and criteria for determ ning what are
tol erable costs to be borne in the course of change. These are far nore
i nportant than better resource allocation, upgrading of skills, or the
rationalisation of adm nistrative procedures.

Second, it is a nultifaceted concept which is best expressed as the
human ascent in integral humanity, including the econom c, biol ogical,
psychol ogi cal, social, cultural, ideological, spiritual, nystical and
transcendent al di mensi ons.

Apart fromeconom c growth, there nmust al so be social justice since
people prefer to live in a society where their sense of wellbeing is
i nfluenced by the way others in the sane society live. Simlarly, other
peopl e's wel |l ness i s sonewhat dependent on our way of life.

Thi s i nterdependency cannot be ignored by a society aimng for
meani ngful and sust ai nabl e devel opment. The actions of both the producers
and consuners have ecol ogical inplications. |If not properly governed,
these may result in an environnmental crisis.

Today's world environnental crisis is a case in point. It has becone a
concern for all mankind. Failure to address this issue through the various
programes thus far inplenented signifies the need to have a deeper
under st andi ng of the nal ai se and strikes out at the root val ues where
religion is nbost potent.

There is also a need to recognise the role of religion in establishing
guidelines in efforts to protect the environnent, while we nove gracefully
forward towards econom ¢ success. The intensity of religious comitnent
and the grow ng preval ence of religion in the world, despite nodernisation
and gl obalisation, is indeed a healthy sign.

One particul ar di nension of planning stands out fromother nmonments in
history, that is the ability of the Islamic civilisation to produce, shape
and maintain citizens of a high calibre, intellectually and norally, bound
only by their conplete subm ssion to their religious precepts. This may
possi bly be the key to the problens of planning. Wile nodern planning
tends to address physical, econom c, social and environnental problens,
the Islam c approach | ooks at the total man (insan).

As for the physical world, |Islamsubscribes to the "design earth”
concept, which states that the world was created by God who provides a
profound spiritual relationship anong all aspects of nature. There exists
a strong |ink which binds God, nan and nature. God created both man and
nature, the forner being given total jurisdiction over the latter.

The Islam c precept inplies living in peace and harnony with oneself,
with fellow beings and with everything el se that God has created,

i ncluding the environnent. The m suse of God's creation may be interpreted
as a transgression of the absolute authority of God. This is inline with
the concept of the ordained role of man as God's trustees on earth.

Thus, theocentric strategi es for planning and devel opnent need to be
adopt ed. Mal aysian planners find it inperative to free thenselves fromthe
foreign-based concepts that have little or no relevance to the country's
speci fic probl ens.

Two years ago a group of themgathered to ask the question: "Is there a
way out?" Looking at the tradition of sound city planning, evident during
the period of |slamic dom nance over the world, they tried to draw | essons
that would be relevant to solving the current problens faced by Ml aysi a.

Thus, what is now known as the Total Pl anning and Devel opnent Doctri ne,
has been put forth. The npbst inportant aspect of the doctrine is the



enphasis on the integration of spiritual and noral values into planning
and devel opnent. These val ues shoul d be reflective of the relationships
bet ween, man and his creator, fellow human bei ngs, the environnment and
t echnol ogy.

The doctrine requires that all mcro-urban decisions of the planners and
pol i cy-makers be gui ded by theocentricity (God-centred and revel ation
based), rather than authropocentricity (purely based on human intellect
and rational e).

The uni versal val ues and devel opnent princi pl es enbedded within the
doctrine are ained at achi eving and nmai ntai ni ng As-Sal am (security, peace
and tranquillity) and Al -Fal ah (victory, prosperity and profit).

As for the inplenmentation, it has the potential to be workable. This is
due to the fact that the eco-systemin Malaysia is still reasonably well -
preserved. There is a vast area of natural and virgin forest and
urbani sation is still manageabl e.

Last but not |east, the universal values are still very nuch in evidence
in the daily practices of Ml aysians. The potential for the doctrine to be
successful is there.
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