14/10/ 1998

Touri smsector can expect renewed fundi ng

THE tourismindustry, which is suffering fromlower tourist arrivals due
to the econoni ¢ downturn, can expect "renewed governnent and private
sector funding".

A cl osed-door special neeting to pronote tourismin Kuala Lunpur
yesterday, chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad, was
expected to consider this.

In Langkawi earlier, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Dat uk
Sabbar uddi n Chik said the industry needs fresh funding for long-term
pronoti on.

He said Dr Mahathir, who is also First Finance Mnister, recognises the
need for an extensive tourismpronotion to help the industry recover from
the region's econom ¢ downt urn.

"In fact, Dr Mahathir is chairing a neeting at 2. 30pm and what the Prinme
Mnister is going to tell us, | don't know .. nmaybe on working with the
private sector," he said after opening the 13th Meeting of Asia Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) TourismWorking Goup (TWG .

Sone 60 tourismofficials including those fromAustralia, |ndonesia and
Si ngapore are attendi ng the two-day neeting.

He said the private sector and the Government nust work together. "W
need support to revive the tourismindustry and we need noney for
pronotion as it should be done all the tine, especially during tough
tines."

When openi ng the neeting, Sabbaruddin said there was a need for greater
and nore active cooperation anong Apec nenber econonies to alleviate the
effects of the currency crisis, in particular through pronotion of tourism
in the affected econom es.

He said Malaysia's capital controls may initially inconveni ence
tourists, but it should eventually facilitate tourismgrowh and econonic
recovery.

Sabbaruddi n al so said Ml aysi a supports the Apec objectives set out in
the Seoul Declaration of Novenber 14 1991, especially for all menber
econom es.

Joint efforts should therefore be nmade to renove barriers to the fl ow of
tourists and human resource devel opnent stepped up to ensure quality
servi ce.

Mal aysi a, he said, has accorded high priority on devel oping the tourism
i ndustry by working closely with the private sector.

It has however shifted the enphasis to marketing specific products,

i nstead of nerely pronoting the country as a whol e.

One strategy is to stage nore international sports and recreation
events, the minister said.

( END)



	Tourism sector can expect renewed funding (NST 14/10/1998)

