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Tour hosts short of RMBm

Jugj et Singh

THREE million ringgit in one week. That is how nmuch the organi sers of the
Le Tour de Langkawi will have to source for if they don't want to end up
| osers like | ast year.

"W have a pool of about 10 other sponsors who will contribute in cash
and kind but we are still short of RM8 mllion to organi se the Tour which
begins on Feb 18," said First Cartel executive chai rnman Wan Lokman Wan
| brahi min Shah Al am yesterday.

"This year we did not receive anything fromthe government. Qur main
sponsors are Tel ekomwho handed in RVv6 million and Petronas who gave RM2. 5
mllion."

The third richest bicycle race in the world, with RML.6 million in prize
money on offer, is the brainchild of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who wanted | arger |ocal participation at international sports
meet s.

First Cartel, the organisers of the Tour, are still paying for a |loan
they took to organise the race |ast year. And this year, they are finding
it hard to approach potential sponsors.

Petronas have conme in strongly to help the third edition of the Tour as
they will al so sponsor RMA00, 000 wort h of fuel vouchers.

Yest erday, DRB-Hi com handed in 106 cars to be used for the Tour while
Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Berhad pl edged to provi de souvenir bags.

The DRB- Hi com sponsored cars will later be handed over to Sukomto be
utilised for the Conmonweal th Games.

"Sukomwi || use the Tour to pronote the Commonweal th Ganes.

"W will go big on advertising and al so set up booths along the route to
sell Conmonweal th Ganes souvenirs and hand out panphlets,” said Sukom
Chi ef Executive Oficer Lt Gen (R) Datuk Manap | brahim

Fifteen Sukomtrained volunteers will also assist in running the Tour in
order to get first-hand experience.

Mal aysia will be represented by Tinme Tel ekom Mal aysia and Mal aysia B in
the 1, 820km Tour which is given 2.5 classification by the Internationa
Cycling Union (UC).

Ti me Tel ekom Mal aysia will be nade up of veterans M Kunaresan, Tsen
Seong Hoong, Shahrul neeza Razali, Nor Affendy Rosli who will be joined by
Syed Hussai ni Mazl an and Mahadzir Harmad.

Mal aysia B will be represented by Hardi Razali, Misairi Misa, Wng Ah
Thi am Lee Robert, Chung Chee Wai and Fai zul |zuan Rahman.

Japan, who are not fielding a team and South Korea's absence have
boosted Mal aysi a's chances of w nning the O ange Jersey.

The teans that will be in Malaysia's way for the overall Asian |eader's
Orange Jersey are China, |ndonesia and the Philippines.

The Russi ans represented by Lada- CSKA- Sanara, who will be making their
debut in the Tour, were the first teamto arrive on Jan 21 and headed
strai ght for Caneron Highlands to get acclinmati sed. The other teans wll
arrive soon.

Last year, Italy-Ms Tech's Luca Scinto won his second Tour when he beat
Australia's Henk Vogels by two minutes and 24 seconds at the end of the
60. 5km around the Island final stage.

The Orange Jersey was won by Sergei Lavrenenko from Kazakhst an.
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