14 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Labuan
TOURI SM POTENTI AL OF LABUAN MUST BE FULLY DEVELOPED, SAYS PM

LABUAN, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the tourismpotential of Labuan nust be fully devel oped
to ensure greater economc activities in the duty-free island.

He said that beautification progranmes to include extensive | andscaping
shoul d be i npl enented while sports and recreational facilities nmust be
devel oped to attract vacati oners.

Speaki ng at the neet-the-people session at the Labuan Mini ci pal
Council's nultipurpose hall, he said that concerted efforts had to be nade
to ensure the cleanliness of the environnment including the beaches on the
i sl and.

He said that Labuan had its own natural attractions but its tourism
potential had to be fully developed to attract even nore tourists.

Dr Mahathir called on the local authorities and the people of Labuan to
strive to make this a reality for their own benefit.

He said that the government woul d provi de sone all ocation for
programes to be undertaken on the island but the people including
vol untary organi sations nust also play their part.

The prinme ninister said that the Labuan Devel opnent Aut hority (LDA)
woul d be asked to submit nonthly reports on such devel opnents on the
i sl and.

Earlier, at a news conference Dr Mahathir said that Labuan shoul d be
sel f-sufficient and not be depended on t he mainl and.

"We nust find ways to ensure that vegetables could be grown and fish
supply obtained fromthe island itself. Vegetables could be grown using the
hydr oponi cs nethod or even grown on the island' s fertile soil while fish
could be bred in cages,” he said.

Dr Mahathir earlier visited the project sites of the new RML38 million
Labuan Airport term nal and the Labuan Federal Territory governnent offices
conpl ex.

Conmenti ng on the progress of airport termnal project, Dr Mahathir
said it would attract nore airlines to operate direct flights to the
i sl and.
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