13 OCT 1998
Sabbar uddi n- Pronpti on
TOURI SM | NDUSTRY NEEDS RENEWED FUNDI NG FOR PROMOTI ON

LANGKAW, Cct 13 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia's tourismindustry needs renewed
governnent and private sector funding for its effective pronotion over a
|l ong-termperiod, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik
sai d today.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had recogni sed
the need for an extensive tourismpronotion to help the industry recover
fromthe region' s econom ¢ downturn whi ch had seen a decline in the nunber
of tourist arrivals.

“In fact Dr Mahathir is chairing a neeting at 2.30 pmtoday and what
the Prime Mnister is going to tell us.. | don't know what ..sonething
related to pronotion naybe working with the private sector", he said after
opening the 13th Meeting of Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (APEC)

Touri smWrking Goup (TW5 here.

Some 60 tourismofficials including those fromAustralia, |ndonesia and
Si ngapore are attendi ng the two-day neeting.

He said the private sector and governnent nust work together in
pronoting the industry.

"W need support to revive the tourist industry and we need noney for
pronotion as it should be done all the tine especially during tough tinmes",
he added.

Openi ng the neeting, Sabbaruddin said there was a need for greater and
nmore active rol e through cooperation anong APEC nenber econonies to
alleviate the effects of the currency crisis by pronoting tourismgrowth in
t he af fected econoni es.

"Mal aysi a therefore, seeks the cooperation of all nenber econom es and
together we shall find solutions to overcome the problens facing the
tourismindustry”, he said.

Sabbaruddin said in this tinme of financial crisis in sone of the APEC
menber econoni es where the tourismsector had been adversely affected, it
was even nore inportant to reexani ne the TWG programes to ensure
sustai nabl e growmt h of the industry.

He said capital controls though m ght inconvenience tourists in the
beginning, it was hoped it would eventually facilitate the pronotion of
touri smgrowth and econom c recovery.

Sabbaruddi n al so said Mal aysi a supported the APEC objectives set in the
Seoul APEC Decl aration of Novenber 14, 1991 and concurred with the
reconmendati on that sustainable growh of tourismin the APEC regi on shoul d
be encouraged as a neans of generating benefits for all nenber econom es.

He said efforts should be made to renpve inpedinments in order to
facilitate the flow of tourists whilst human resource devel opnent shoul d be
pronoted to ensure quality tourismservice.

As for Mal aysia, Sabbaruddin said, the tourismindustry had been
accorded high priority by the governnent to pronote and assist the
devel oprment of the industry.

He said the governnent and the private sectors had cooperated in the
devel oprent of the industry and would continue to do so in the future.

"Mal aysi a has now shifted its enphasis in marketing fromselling
Mal aysia as a whole, to one of nore specific product based canpai gn and
al so has adapted a new strategy for growth of the tourismindustry through
stagi ng of international sports and recreation events," he added.

- - BERNAMA



NH AAM



	TOURISM INDUSTRY NEEDS RENEWED FUNDING FOR PROMOTION (Bernama 13/10/1998)

