18/ 08/ 1998
Towards a better civil service

Ham dah At an

MALACCA, Mon. - The Government is devel opi ng systemati c approaches to
overcone weaknesses in the civil service, including corruption and abuse
of power, and to ensure plans for econom c recovery are carried out

wi t hout del ay.

Quidelines on this are expected to be adopted during a one-day Bengkel
Kerja Untuk Keutuhan Pengurusan Jabat an-j abat an Keraj aan (Workshop to
Strengt hen the Managenent of Governnent Departments) to be held at the
National Institute of Public Administration in Bukit Kiara on Aug 25.

The wor kshop, to be opened by the Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan
Sri Abdul HalimAli, will be attended by State secretaries, heads of
departnent and senior officers fromthe Federal and State Governnents.

It is organised by the Anti-Corruption Agency and the Ml aysi an
Adm ni strative Mddernisation and Managenment Pl anning Unit of the Prinme
M ni ster's Depart nent.

ACA director-general Datuk Shafee Yahaya said the progranme was part of
efforts by the Cabinet Committee on Integrity in Government Managenent to
overcone weaknesses in financial nanagenent and public adm ni stration.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had on Jan 8 directed
Menteris Besar, Chief Mnisters, Mnistry secretaries-general, service
chiefs, State secretaries and heads of departnment and agency to set up
"integrity comittees" to conbat corruption and abuse of power anobng
gover nment servants.

The committees conme within the purview of the Cabinet Committee, which
is chaired by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Shaf ee said an efficient work system and net hodol ogi es woul d be adopt ed
as "sustainabl e" and standard guidelines to cut red tape.

"The Prime Mnister's idea of having the workshop is to ensure all plans
for econom c recovery can be carried out without glitches or del ays."

Shafee said this after visiting the State ACA office in Wsma G aha
Maj u. Al so present were ACA director Abdul Ml ek Shei kh Abdul | ah and
seni or officers.

Shaf ee said the workshop would al so attenpt to i nprove the productivity
and efficiency of civil servants.

"The whol e machi nery (government departnents) must be inproved.

"Qur task is to ensure that all efforts towards reviving the econony can
be carried out as planned. In this respect, we will work closely with the
departnments and agenci es. "

He al so said the ACA woul d nonitor heads of department after the
wor kshop to ensure conpliance with its deci sions.

Shafee said a report on the outconme of the workshop would be subnitted
to the Cabinet.

( END)



	Towards a better civil service (NST 18/06/1998)

