19/ 11/ 1998

Trade unions hit out at “extrenely rude' statenent

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Trade uni ons today joined other organisations in
hitting out at Al Gore, saying that the Anerican Vice-President was out of
pl ace i n maki ng the statenent.

They said CGore should have stuck to the econom ¢ agenda of the Apec
meet i ng.

In his speech to the Apec Business Summit di nner on Monday night, CGore
had voi ced praise for the reformasi novenment, describing the protestors as
the "brave people of Ml aysia".

He told over 1,000 business | eaders at the dinner that denpcracies were
faring better in the economc crisis than nations "suppressing freedoni.

Cuepacs secretary-general N. Sivasubramani amsaid: "As a guest, he not
only enbarrassed but insulted Malaysians. It is very difficult for
Mal aysi ans to stomach such crude remarks."

He said if Gore wanted to, he should have raised the issue at an
appropriate forum

Nati onal Uni on of Plantation Wrkers executive secretary A Navanukundan
said: "If he had any views on our internal matters, he should have the
good sense to discuss it with the appropi ate people at the appropriate
forum

"He shoul d not just tal k about anything and everything anywhere," he
sai d.

Navanmukundan sai d al t hough Gore was entitled to his personal opinion,
there were certain "codes of conduct" |eaders have to follow when visiting
ot her countries.

Federati on of Enpl oyees' in Banks and Financial Institutions genera
secretary K. Sannmugam sai d only Ml aysi ans coul d deci de whet her the
country's | aws were harsh

"If the people (Ml aysians) don't like the laws, only they can ask for a
change.

"What CGore seens to be doing is to support a very small group to
overthrow a governnment. |Is this what the US calls justice and human
rights?" he said, adding that the Anericans should be held responsible if
Gore's remarks fuelled riots and | ed to deaths.

"The US seens to be advocating human rights for the whole world except
for thensel ves,"” he said.

The National Council of Governnment Supportive and Subordi nate G oups
general secretary Ahmad Shah said Gore's remarks were "extrenely rude".

"Qut siders have no business to interfere in our affairs. W are an
i ndependent nation. It looks like the US loves to poke its nose in the
affairs of other nations."

He said the 200,000 strong uni on supported Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and were totally against refornmasi.
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