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“Training nmore doctors, nurses to cut infant nortality rate'

PORT DI CKSON, Fri. - The Health M nistry hopes to reduce infant nortality
rate by having nore doctors and nurses famliar with paediatric
resuscitation.

M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said the nortality rate anobng babi es one-
year-ol d and bel ow was ni ne deaths in every thousand births.

He said this was an inprovenment over the 40 deaths in every 1,000 births
in 1970.

"However, infant nortality rate in devel oped countries |ike the United
States and United Kingdomwas only six to seven deaths in every 1,000
births," he said.

At present, he said, there were 50 trainers fromthe Health Mnistry
conducting paedi atric resuscitation courses for doctors, nurses and
par anedi cs i n governnent hospitals nationw de

"More than 3,000 nedical personnel have attended this course since it
was i ntroduced by the Ml aysian Paediatric Association in 1994 and they
are now serving at the various governnent hospitals," he added.

He said proper life support was sonetines critical in saving a child's
life.

He said in June this year nore than 1,000 children were adnmitted to the
energency ward of the Kuala Lunmpur Hospital, half of whomrequired
resuscitation.

Chua was speaki ng after opening the MPA's 20t h annual congress, thened
Paedi atri c Emergencies at the Regency Hotel and Resort today.

He al so presented the Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Research Award to Dr
Hasni ah Abdul Latif of Hospital Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia for her
research into the thal assaenia carriers anong secondary school children in
Kual a Lunpur.

The award, introduced for the first time by MPA, is ained at pronoting
resear ch anong paedi atri ci ans.

Al so present were MPA president Dr Azizi Omrar, Ml aysian Al DS Counci
presi dent Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, who represented Dr Siti Hasmah
Al'i, State Executive Councillors Datuk Dr Yeow Chai Thiam and Dat uk Goh
Si ow Huat .

Chua al so said research in the nmedical field should be intensified.

"W nust take steps to intensify our research in the nedical field and
not rely on the expertise of foreigners,” he said.

He said the research conducted in foreign countries nmght sonetines not
be rel evant here due to the differences in weather and di seases.

He added di seases |like diphteria with conplications |leading to
respiratory obstruction and nmyocarditis, whoopi ng cough with bouts of
hypoxi a and encephalitis were now rare.

"However, there are new di seases such as the outbreak of enterovirus
i nfection anong children, which clained 47 lives | ast year." For these
reasons, research nust be intensified to ensure | ocal doctors were capabl e
of handl i ng di seases preval ent here.
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