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TRANSPARENCY | NTERNATI ONAL TO HOLD AGM | N KL

KUALA LUMPUR, July 31 (Bernama) -- Transparency International (Tl), a
Berlin-based international coalition against corruption, will hold its
annual general neeting here in Septenber.

The neeting will be held simultaneously with an international
conference focusing on Asia, organised jointly with the Mal aysian Institute
of Managenent (MM on Sept 12 and 13, TI Coordi nator for Ml aysia Tunku
Abdul Aziz said in a statenment today.

The conference on "Strengthening Integrity - The Chall enges for Asia -
A d obal Agenda" will be opened by Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA)

Di rect or- General Datuk Shaf ee Yahaya.

Tl President Dr Peter Eigen said the relationship between Tl and
Mal aysi a dated back to 1996 when the non-governmental organisation
publ i shed its Corruption Perception |Index.

"The i ndex had been conceived with a view to encouragi ng governnments to
assess the performance of their integrity systens very carefully and
Mal aysia was the very first country to take up this challenge," he said in
t he sanme statenent.

Dr Eigen said this was done by starting a national anti-corruption
canpai gn, strengthening its | egal systemagainst corruption and bol stering
bot h powers and t he budgets of the ACA.

"I was struck, too, by the strong | eadership of Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and his readi ness to discuss a topic fromwhich
ot her | eaders shy away," he said.

He said the enphasis should be put on the prevention of corruption
rat her than enforcenment which should be the [ ast resort when preventive
nmeasures fail ed.

Anong t he speakers of the conference would be the Attorney-General from
India, Soli Sorabjee and | ndonesia's social activist Prof Emil Salim
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