06 NOV 1998
Li ng- Y2K
TRANSPORTATI ON SECTOR READY TO TACKLE Y2K PROBLEM - LI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 6 (Bernama) -- Crucial transportation agenci es have
taken appropriate nmeasures to deal with the "M I I enni um Bug" or Y2K probl em
by June next year, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
t oday.

He said the KLIAB, the conmpany whi ch manages the KL Internationa
Airport in Sepang and Mal aysia Airlines (MAS) had assured himthat they had
taken steps to address the problem

Conpani es involved in the maritinme and | and transportation had al so
given simlar assurances, he told reporters after opening the Y2K Sol uti ons
Expo and Forumfor the transportation sector, here.

Dr Ling said the government had allocated RMA5.2 nillion to tackle the
Y2K problemin the transportation sector estimated to cost around RVb4. 1
mllion.

The Y2K problemrefers to conputer glitches in systemerrors or
shutdown on the eve of the new nill enni um when conputers cannot read "00"
for the year 2000 as the nuneral s al so represent the year 1900 in the
two-digit systens.

He said the amobunt allotted by the governnment was sufficient to
overcone the problemwhile the balance of RMB.9 mi|lion would be borne by
the private sector

Dr Ling said the advancenent in the transportation industry had led to
heavy reliance on conputers and thus, exposed it nore to the Y2K threat.

"Today's aircraft, for instance, is designed with extrene safety
measures but unfortunately nost of these systens that provide safety
functions are enbedded systens that are vul nerable to the Y2K bug sting,"
he sai d.

He said a steering conmittee in the mnistry woul d be responsible to
moni tor on the progress of the Y2K conpliance in the agencies under the
m ni stry and conpani es engaged in the transportation sector.

The four-day exhibition and forumwas opened by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad on Tuesday and cl osed by the Energy,

Conmruni cations and Mul tinmedia M nister Datuk Leo Moggi e today.
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