09/ 07/ 1998

Tree-pl anti ng goal exceeded

| POH, Wed. - Perak has planted nore than 90,000 trees | ast year under the
Nati onal Tree Pl anting canpaign, and is confident that it can plant
360, 000 trees before 2000.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib said the State Gover nnent was
conmtted towards greening the State and woul d continue to plant suitable
speci es.

"Trees are inmportant to create a healthy environment and we will plant
themto achieve our target," he said after chairing the State Executive
Counci | neeting today.

Perak i s anbng several States which had achieved their targets for |ast
year under the canpaign to plant three mllion trees nationwi de by 2000
and 20 mllion by 2020.

The tree-planting canpaign, jointly organi sed by the Housing and Loca
Governnent M nistry and | ocal authorities, was |aunched in March | ast year
with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad planting the first
tree.

The first year targets is Perak (90,000 trees); Johor and Sel angor
(80, 000 each); Sabah and Sarawak (70,000 each); Federal Territory
(65, 000); Penang and Kel antan (50, 000 each); Pahang (40, 000); Negri
Senbi | an (30, 000); Mal acca (20,000); Perlis (10,000); and Labuan (5, 000).

The Menteri Besar also said that 44 investnent projects or 79.6 per cent
of approved projects were carried out |ast year, conpared to 75.5 per cent
achi eved annual |y si nce 1989.
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