26 FEB 1998
Al DS- Vacci ne
TRI ALS BEG N ON ANTI - Al DS VACCI NE FROM SARAWAK TREE

KUCH NG Feb 26 (Bernama) -- Cinical trials for an anti-Al DS vacci ne
froma species of the Bintangor tree found in Sarawak is nowin the second
phase, Sarawak Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Dr George Chan said today.

The study currently being conducted jointly by Universiti Ml aysia
Sarawak (Uni mas) and American experts at the Centre for Disease Control in
Atlanta is expected to be known within two years, he told reporters after
openi ng a workshop on "H V/ AIDS: Qur responsibility, our problenmt here

Dr Chan said the vaccine would be used on human beings only in the
final stage after it has been approved by nedi cal experts.

Clinical trials on such vaccines or drugs worl dw de had been proven to
be costly.

Earlier he said the Health mnistry's programe to have expect ant
nmot hers screened for H 'V infection would be inplenented in Sarawak in
stages fromnext week.

On the nunber of reported AIDS cases in the state, he said 12 people
had di ed of the disease since it was first detected here in Nov 1991

In terms of gender, nmen formed over 86 percent of the 133 H V cases and
18 advanced AIDS cases notified to the departnment up to | ast nonth.

In Sarawak, over 85 percent of HV infection was contracted through
het er osexual contacts unlike in Peninsul ar Ml aysi a where drug-taking
probl ens posed a serious threat to the spread of the disease.

Mal aysi an Al DS Council President Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir in her
speech, said it was worrying that nost H V-positive patients in Ml aysia
only canme for nmedical treatnent at a | ate stage because of ignorance or the
fear of being stigmatised by society.

She said the rising trend of 300 reported H V cases per nonth in the
country conpared to only 500 per year in Australia was expected to
conti nue.

From 1985 to Novenber | ast year there were 23,571 H V/ AIDS cases and
1,051 AIDS-rel ated deaths reported i n Ml aysi a.

The two-day wor kshop organi sed by the Sarawak Al DS Network is ainmed at
exposing participants to the progressive neasures avail able for H V/ Al DS
persons. The high risk people included drug users, commercial sex workers
and honpbsexual s. - - BERNAVA
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