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True grit and determination can effectively keep poverty at bay

Ahmad A. Talib
VWELCOME back to the grind. Last week's double cel ebrations of Hari Raya
Puasa and Gongxi Fa Chai was a wel come break, in nore ways than one

After endl ess rounds of ketupat and rendang, mandarin oranges and
carbonated drinks, one nust give oneself a break fromthe mountains of
foodstuff on the dining table.

Too nuch of good food is not good, the good doctor says. Too nuch sugar
and salt can trigger various kinds of ailnments which the body may not be
abl e to handl e.

As do too nmuch of fat-laden food and television viewing, be it fromthe
exi sting channels, video casette or conpact and | aser discs. Only a | ean
and nmean body can withstand the rigours of a tough routine, especially
when the goi ng appears to be getting tougher in the days ahead.

Everyone scanni ng the newspapers and watching the tel evision news breaks
inthe last few days can see the difficulties |oom ng.

Prices of sone essential itens have gone up, supplies in sone areas were
short (but nore because of the |ong holidays than anything el se) and
there's demand by service providers to raise rates in the |ight of the
current econonic probl ens.

Fears of retrenchnment and | ay-of fs have been expressed by trade
uni oni sts and the ordinary workers, which reflect the main concern of
sal aried nen and wonmen. Job security is synonynmous with life's security,
and in a fanily entity, this nmeans security of one's children's educati on,
food and shelter.

It was am dst such fears and apprehension that Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sounded the call for patience and sacrifice, for
renewi ng of everyone's commtnent to national unity and resilience

Dr Mahathir made his call on the eve of Hari Raya Puasa on Thursday
night, following one in his Chinese New Year nessage a coupl e of days
earlier.

In his Raya nessage, aired nationw de over television, the Prine
M nister called on all Ml aysians to be patient and denponstrate their
willingness to sacrifice to help the country overconme the current econonic
pr obl ens.

"What we need is a bit of sacrifice and patience. W have experienced
poverty before and we know we were able to overcone it. If we are able to
face the challenges, God willing, we will surnount our problens again
This is not the time to struggle for our individual self-interest, or that
of certain groups or parties," Dr Mahathir said.

A maj or concern of the Prinme Mnister was possi bl e divisions anbngst the
people, as this would render the steps taken by the Governnent to
consol i date econonmic recovery | ess effective and thus undernine the
econony.

There are no visible signs of divisions anong the people but in a multi-
racial and multi-religious community, it only needs an enotional spark to
ignite the flames of hatred and ani nobsity.

Dr Mahathir's advice should not, and rmust not, be dismissed |ightly.
Whi | e everyone is enjoying their ketupat and rendang, mandarin oranges and
ang pow packets in an atnosphere of fun and nerry-making, Dr Mahathir's
words of caution is food for thought.

The cel ebrations may have been a little subdued, but there was stil
pl enty of cheer. In getting the people to rally around national efforts to



revitalise the econony, Dr Mahathir spoke of the country's experience in
poverty, particularly in efforts to overcone the disease.

While today's situation is not quite |like poverty in the traditiona
sense of the word, the fact is that if no careful thought is given in
managi ng the probl ems, poverty will return with a force far greater and
damagi ng t han ever known.

Whet her this happens or not will partly depend on how t he peopl e
shoul der the responsibility with the Government in tackling conmon
pr obl ens.

One can see all kinds of statements nade in the | ast couple of nonths as
the nation cones to grips with the probl ens.

A campai gn to buy Ml aysi an products, initiated by the Ml aysi an Chi nese
Associ ation, is gathering nmonmentum attenpts to increase food production
have al so gai ned nmuch ground with everyone owni ng patches of |and starting
to plant tomatoes, cili api and | enbn grass; and alternatives bei ng sought
for international and i nported forei gn goods.

State Governnments, too, have been active in getting the people torally
behi nd on-going efforts to push for speedy recovery. Since they have nuch
say in land matters, they are in a better position to garner efforts in
ensuring that idle |lands be put to productive use, especially for food
producti on purposes.

But everyone knows that all efforts will conme to nought if they are not
acconpani ed by grit and determ nation. Wrld Bank president Janes D
Wl f ensohn nay have said sone fine words to Mal aysia over its nmanagenent
achi evenents, especially in poverty eradication.

In fact, Wl fensohn was reported to have said that the World Bank has
al so ruled out the need to discuss financial aid for Malaysia to deal with
the inmpact of the region's financial problens.

Comi ng froman associate of the International Mnetary Fund which is
dishing out bitter pills to "hel p* South Korea, Thailand and | ndonesi a,

Wl f ensohn's words should put to rest whatever fears others may have of
t he Mal aysi an econony.

As Dr Mahathir concluded in his Raya nessage: "God willing, we wll

recover fromour problens, w ser to face future chall enges.”
(END)
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