30/ 10/ 1998

Tul i ps successfully grown here through genetic engi neering

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Universiti Putra Ml aysia researchers have
successfully grown tulips under [ ocal conditions using genetic engineering
and bi ot echnol ogi cal techni ques.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
the project initiated | ast year by Dr Thori hah Lee and Professor Marziah
Mahnmood was funded by the Intensification of Research in Priority Areas
progr anme.

(1 RPA encourages researchers in public research institutes and
universities to carry out research and devel opnent in critical areas
i ncl udi ng bi ot echnol ogy.)

Speaki ng after the Cabi net neeting yesterday, Law said the project could
benefit the local floriculture industry with the creation of new and
exotic crops.

"The project has great potential. W can neet |ocal dermands and save on
forei gn exchange since the country spends a huge sumon inports.

"Furthernore, we can earn additional incone by exporting the flowers.
Tul i ps rank nunber one worl dwi de as the ornanental bulb flower," he said.

This is a biotechnology project identified by the National Biotechnol ogy
Directorate to devel op tulips that can grow under Mal aysi an weat her and
soil conditions.

At present, Law said the project was being carried out in a controlled
environnment at the university. The flowers were grown in three col ours -
white, yellow and red

In the first experinent with potted tulips, the researchers found that
comerci al production of tulips in Ml aysia was possi ble through the use
of suitable cultivars and precise tenperature control

Law sai d the researchers hoped to commercialise the tulips in two years.

"They need to fine-tune their research first," he said when asked why it
woul d take such a long time for comrercialisation

Law said the researchers presented a bouquet of the tulips to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad thi s norning.
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