30 MAR 1998
Umo- Kedah
TWO DI VI SI ON LEADERS | N KEDAH FAI L TO DEFEND SEATS

ALOR SETAR, March 30 (Bernama) -- Only two Umo division |l eaders in
Kedah failed to defend their posts when all the 15 divisions in the state
conmpl eted their del egates' neetings yesterday.

They were state executive councillor Datuk Paduka Abdul Rahman | brahi m
def eat ed at Pokok Sena and Tanj ung Dawai state assenbl ynman Badri Yunus of
Mer bok di vi si on.

Abdul Rahman, who pol |l ed 201 votes, was defeated by his division' s Umo
Yout h chi ef Ahmad Lebai Sudin who pol | ed 305 vot es.

On the eve of the del egates’ neeting, Ahnad resigned as a state
executive councillor followi ng Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid's ruling
that councillors wishing to contest divisional chief posts nmust resign if
t hey were not hol di ng such posts.

Badri failed to defend his post as the Merbok division chi ef when he
lost to Arzmi Hamid, the former youth | eader there.

Mokhzani Mahathir, the Prime M nister's son, was returned unopposed as
t he divi si onal Umo youth chi ef when Arzm struck a conprom se for the
post .

Four other divisions - Jerlun, Kuala Kedah, Yan and Sungai Petani --
saw contests for the top divisional posts, however the i ncunmbents who are
Menmbers of Parliament easily defended their positions.

They were Jerlun MP Datuk Hanafi Ramli in Jerlun, Datuk Zakaria Said
(Kual a Kedah), Datuk Badarudi n Amirul din (Yan) and | brahi mMist af a ( Sunga
Pet ani ).

Those returned unopposed to | ead their divisions were Prime Mnister
Dat uk Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad (Kubang Pasu), Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Depart ment Dat uk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman (Si k), Deputy Fi nance M ni ster Dat uk
Affifuddi n Orar (Padang Terap) and Human Resources Deputy M ni ster Dat uk
Kadi r Shei kh Fadzir (Kulin Bandar Baharu).-- BERNAVA
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