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Twin LRT tunnels to be conpleted in April

Sager Ahmad
WORK on the 4.4kmtwi n tunnels for the Putra-LRT systemis 85 per cent
complete with conpletion expected in two nonths' tine.

Wirk is being carried out on sone 20 netres underground nostly under the
Sungai Kl ang wi thout disturbance to traffic.

Tunneling work, officially | aunched by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in
February 1996, will cover five underground stations - Benteng, Jal an
Sultan Ismail, Kampung Baru, KLCC and Ampang Par k

The project is equally shouldered by two contractors - Hazama
Corporation of Japan and the Hyundai -Pati Consortiumfrom South Kor ea.

Hazama's area covers the Benteng, Jalan Sultan |Isnmail and Kampung Baru
stations while work on the Anpang Park, KLCC and Kampung Baru stations is
bei ng carried out by the Hyundai-Pati Consortium

A Putra-LRT spokesman said Hazama had three sets of tunnelling equi pnent
whi ch arrived by ship fromJapan in Decenber 1995 in fully assenbl ed form

Tunnel i ng work began with the Jalan Sultan Ismail Station, noving
towar ds the Benteng and Kampung Baru stati ons.

Hundyai - Pati's nmachinery from Scotland is simlar to that used to
construct the undersea Eurotunnel |inking Britain and France.

The Hazama tunelling machi nes have proven thensel ves in the construction
of the underseas tunnel connecting the Honshu and Hokkai do i sl ands.

The spokesman said the tunnel boring machi nes has been designed to
excavat e and construct the tunnel 1ining sinmultaneously.

The RMA.35 billion project is undertaken by Projek Usahasanma Transit
Ri ngan Automati k (Putra) which has a concession agreenent with the
Governnent to build, operate and own the systemfor 60 years.

It will run for 29km i nking People's Park, Kelana Jaya, in the west
with Taman Mel ati, Gonbak, in the east through Kual a Lunpur's busy and
traffic jam proned central business district.

Passing through the ultra modern Kual a Lunmpur Sentral stations, the
Putra-LRT will connect with other train systens including the KTM Konut er
and the Express Rail Link to the new Kual a Lunpur International Airport in
Sepang.

Section 1 of the project stretching 14. 1kmfromthe Lenbah Subang depot
station to the Pasar Seni station is schedul ed to be operational in tine
for the 16th Commonweal th Ganes between Sept 11 and 21 this year.

Section 2 will stretch 14.9kmfromthe Pasar Seni station to Gonbak, and
will be ready by next year.

The other system the STAR-LRT, that began operations on Dec 16, 1996,
covers 13 stations in the 12km stretch from Anpang to Jalan Sultan |snail

( END)



	Twin LRT tunnels to be completed in April (NST 12/02/1998)

