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Two friendly rivals in Penang out to consolidate support for BN

A. Kat hirasen

VWH LE the rest of the country is keenly watching the Umo divisiona

el ections and the statenents by the party's | eaders, Penang residents are
closely following the activities of the Gerakan and the MCA.

Since | ast week, both parties have been very active in the State and the
nmost conspi cuous evidence of this is the flying of party flags and
buntings in nost parts of the State and certainly along every street in
CGeorgetown centre

The flags and buntings of the Gerakan and the MCA are conpeting for
space, often back-to-back on | anp posts and ot her structures. And their
| eaders have been vocal in issuing statements and being in the |inelight.

Initially, some residents sawthis as a sign that the general elections
m ght be held in the next few nonths. But this theory was buried,
following Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s unequi voca
statement on Saturday, that there would be no election within the next six
nont hs.

So why the sudden intense activity in Penang? Everyone knows that the
Gerakan and the MCA want to be in control of the State Governnent. Coul d
this then be an early soundi ng of the bugles?

In the 1969 general elections, the Gerakan ousted the MCA-1ed Alliance
CGovernnent in Penang. The Gerakan was then in the Qpposition and the Chief
M nister was fromthe MCA. In 1974, the Gerakan joined the Barisan
Nasi onal and until today, the Chief Mnister of the State is fromthe
party.

It is an open secret that the MCA would Iike the Chief Mnister to cone
fromits ranks.

Penang is particularly being wooed by both parties because it is the
only State in the peninsula which can have a Chinese as Chief Mnister, as
the community forns the majority here.

The Gerakan | aunched its 30th anniversary |logo at the Dewan Sri Pi nang
on March 1 with its top |l eaders, including president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k, congregating i n Penang.

On March 7 and 8, the MCA's top guns descended on Penang with a bang -
cynmbal s cl ashing, drunms throbbing, lions roaring - to celebrate the
party's 49t h anni versary.

A di nner was held at the Espl anade where, the MCA clains, sone 10, 000
peopl e attended on March 7. The next norning, party supreno Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik addressed a | arge gathering of supporters at the Penang
I nternational Sports Arena, and later the MCA | eaders toured the various
districts.

The MCA lost all the seats it contested in Penang in the 1990 genera
el ection. But in the 1995 general election, it bounced back with a
vengeance to win all nine State seats and two of the three Parlianentary
seats it contested

The Gerakan won 10 of the 11 State and two of the four Parlianentary
seats it contested in an el ection which saw the routing of the DAP which
only managed to get one State seat and three Parlianentary seats in
Penang.

The next MCA Central Committee neeting is scheduled to be held in Penang
on March 28.

Two friendly rivals eyeing the State Governnent, having two maj or
functions within a week of each other, could be a signal that the battle



lines are being drawn for the next general elections.

Is the MCA flexing its nuscl es?

State MCA chairman and deputy secretary-general Datuk Dr Sak Cheng Lum
said the celebration was not meant to send a signal or to frighten anyone

"It was to continue to consolidate and unite our nenbers," he said.

"Qur main worry is that the next general elections will be tough. Nobody
can fault us for wanting to win back all our seats. W know it won't be
easy to retain our seats, and to win we nust contine to get the confidence
of voters.

"The nost inportant thing is to continue to garner support for our
candi dates. Qur seats are there. W expect to contest nine State and three
Parliamentary seats in Penang, and we want to make sure we clinch all of
themfor the Barisan Nasional."

Dr Sak says it was party policy to rotate the venue for cel ebrations and
central committee neetings anong the various States and the Federa
Capital, and that in 1992, the anniversary cel ebrations were also held in
Penang.

The MCA anniversary is on Feb 27. Dr Sak says the decision to hold the
celebration in Penang was taken early | ast year.

He said: "W received trenendous support fromthe people the last tine
and we have an obligation to them That is why we are pushing our el ected
representatives to work hard.

"This gathering has nobst certainly given a boost to the party nenbers in
Penang who will strive even harder to serve the people. Under Dr Ling, we
are action oriented as our programes have shown."

Gerakan national publicity committee chairman Datuk Dr Kang Chin Seng,
does not see the MCA bash as a threat to the party.

He said: "I think the voters see us as the BN and not as individual
parties during the general elections. Awn for the Gerakan neans the MCA
will also do well, and this is good for the BN

"If the Gerakan and MCA are active, the people will viewit as the BN
being active. | see this as a reinforcenent of efforts and results. |, for

one, amnot worried about the MCA being too active. The nore active the
better, for the Gerakan is extrenely active.

"In fact, our 30th anniversary celebration is for the whole year. W
have a whole | ot of programres lined up - all geared towards the comon
man. "

Gerakan Central Committee and Central Wi rking Conmmittee nenber Dr Toh
Kin Whon, one of the party's strategists, said there was nothing wong
with political parties flexing their nuscles and havi ng hi gh ai ns of
capturing power.

"In politics, you aimfor the top post and to control power. GCerakan
al so wants to remain in power.

"W cannot expect others not to want to take power. Wat matters is that
we have to work harder and serve the people well. In fact, an active MCA
wi Il push us harder and the ultimate beneficiaries will be the people."

Al't hough the party was fornmed on March 24, 1968, the Gerakan cel ebrates
the day it was registered - May 25, 1968 - as its anniversary.

Dr Toh added: "The special logo is a rallying point. W want to rem nd
party nmenbers of the founding principles and the significance of our |ogo
- One Heart, One Nation, One Vision. It is also to reflect our future
direction."

He says all political parties have been preparing for the next genera
el ections since 1995.

So it is appropriate that three years into the current term all parties
step up their activities.

"W look at it this way - we are a part of the BN and if we win all our



seats and the MCAwins all its seats, the BN remains strong."

Dr Sak adds: "W are not conpeting agai nst each other. In the general
el ections, we are conpeting agai nst the DAP for votes. The fight,
therefore, is with the DAP."
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