07/ 10/ 1998
Two Youth chiefs anbng 10 expelled (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Ram an Sai d; Marhal i m Abbas

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Two State Umo Youth chiefs - Ruslan Kassi mof Negri
Senbi | an and Abdul Rahi m Ghause of Penang - were anong 10 nenbers expelled
fromthe party tonight for taking part in anti-Umo activities.

Al so expell ed were Umo Youth assistant secretary Saifuddin Nasution
Ismail and Petaling Jaya Sel atan deputy divi sion head Mohamad Ezam Mohd
Noor, who is Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims former political secretary.

The decision to sack themwas nmade during a four-and-a-half hour suprene
council neeting chaired by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
at the party headquarters.

The ot hers sacked were Lokman Nor Adam (Sri Gadi ng), Baharuddin | brahim
(Rasah), Dr Wan Hasni Wan Sul ai man (Pasir Mas) as well as Abdul Shafiq
Omar, Mhd Yahya Shafie and Abd Kudus Omar (all Kual a Sel angor).

Dr Mahathir told a Press conference that several others, including
former Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di, were issued with show
cause letters as to why they should not be expelled fromthe party for the
sane reasons.

He said the council accepted Zahid's resignation and appoi nted deputy
Yout h | eader Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussein as the novenent's acting head.

Dr Mahathir said the party's deputy presidency would be | eft vacant
until the party el ections next year.

However, he said he would exercise his prerogative on whether to appoint
a Deputy Prime M nister.

Asked whet her he was cl ose to choosing one, Dr Mahathir said:

"l amnot close. | have not nade a decision."

He said the matter was, however, discussed in general by the council

Dr Mahathir said for the tine being, a Mnister or Mnisters would be
appointed to carry out routine duties of the Prime M nister when he was
not in the country, but stressed that this did not nmean that they were
bei ng endorsed as candi dates for the deputy presidency and Deputy Prine
M ni ster.

He added that the responsibilities of the deputy president would be
shared by the vice-presidents.

He al so said the council accepted the police decision not to allow the
Bari san Nasional rally at Stadium Nasional in Bukit Jalil on Saturday.

"We adhere to the wi shes of the police who are enforcing the |aw "

He said the recent political and econonic devel opnents in the country
wer e discussed at |ength during the neeting.

"Umo nenbers are united and have accepted the action taken by the
council at its last neeting. In fact, we have endorsed the deci sions
taken," he said.

The council had on Sept 3 expelled Anwar.

Dr Mahathir said the council also decided that all Umo menbers shoul d
respect the decision of the H gh Court that no statenent shoul d be nmade on
the guilt or innocence of Anwar outside the context of his trial.

Dr Mahathir refuted a suggestion that the court decision was directed at
him saying that it also affected Anwar's supporters.

On concerns expressed by the United States State Departnent about
Anwar's detention and all egations that he was assaulted while in police
custody, Dr Mahathir said the US should have the courtesy to check the
facts before maki ng public statenents.

( END)
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