03/ 06/ 1998
Utimately it is people who make or break a system

sD
| REFER to the front page story (NST, May 29), regarding what the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d about the free nmarket system

He has correctly come to a conclusion that the system nust be re-
evaluated in the light of what is happening not only in our country and
the region but globally as well.

America, Europe and other countries seem ngly untouched by the current
econom c problemw || eventually feel the inpact as well because of the
gl obal i sation or intertw ning of econom es.

It should be recognised that globalisation gives a fal se sense of well
bei ng when tinmes are good but just the opposite when tines are bad.

Yes, the systemhas to be exam ned but we have to go beyond that. There
is one inportant factor that we ignore at our own peril - people who nake
or break a system It is people who abuse the systemfor their own selfish
ends.

So any exanination nmust go to the root of the problem- the policies and
instrunents that frane the systemand the thinking that goes into such a
f r amewor k

Pol i cy-makers will have to exam ne the very basis of their work.

And unl ess people as a whol e change the way they think and act in
relation to their surroundings, no systemthey put in place (let it be
feudalism capitalismor socialism wll achieve the desired results.

Sinply put, we nust recogni se our own flaws before we fornmulate. W nust
al so recogni se that given our shortcom ngs no man- nade systemw || ever be
perfect.
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