29/ 05/ 1998
UM franchi se programre fl ayed

Mari ani Adl an- Rose

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Academic Staff Association of Universiti Ml aya
today criticised the university's franchi se programme for matricul ati on of
sci ence students, saying the schene was being inplemented in a haphazard
manner and | acked transparency.

Under the scheme, science students applying for matricul ati on courses at
Uni versiti Malaya are sent to selected private institutions of higher
education once all places at the university have been fill ed.

The private institutions selected under UMs franchi se programe are
Kol ej Uniti, Serenban; Goon Institute, Bangsar; Institut Maxisegar, Bukit
Sent osa; Cenpaka Col | ege and Institut Kemgjuan |khtisas Pahang.

Five universities - Universiti Putra Mal aysia, Universiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysia, Universiti Ml aya, Universiti Sains Mlaysia and Universiti
Mal aysi a Sabah - have franchise programmes with private colleges to
i ncrease the nunmber of places.

The president of the Academ c Staff Association of Universiti Ml aya,
Associ ate Prof essor Datuk Mahathir Mhd Khir, said the scheme was causing
confusion on two | evel s.

Firstly, neither the university's prospectus nor its advertisenents
advi sed students of the possibility that they nmight be placed in private
institutions instead of UM

Secondly, although it was understood that the franchi se schenme was to
accommodate the overspill fromUM Mhathir said only 300 of the 2,000
pl aces in the university's science faculty had been fill ed.

At a Press conference at the UM Arts Faculty today, Mahathir spoke of
the confusion faced by nany students who came to register |ast week, only
to be told that they were being placed in private coll eges.

As the private institutions had their own fee structure, students m ght
have to pay between RMB, 000 and RML2, 000 per year, conpared to the
university's fees of RMB, 000.

Mahat hir said he could not understand why students had been placed in
private institutions even before the university's quota had been fill ed.

Commenti ng on yesterday's announcenent by Education M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak that Mara woul d provi de sponsorship for nost of the
students allocated places in private coll eges, Mahathir said that he
failed to understand the Government's wi sdomin spending funds on costly
private institutions at a tinme of econom c setbacks.

When contacted, the office of UM Vice-Chancellor Tan Sri Dr Abdul | ah
Sanusi Ahnmad said it could not comment on the issue.
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