14/ 12/ 1998
Umo adopts amendnents to strengthen solidarity

Fadzi| Ghazali; Ham sah Ham d; Asi ah Buj ang

THE Umo extraordi nary general assenbly yesterday adopted the 15-point
anmendnments to the party's Constitution, aimed at putting the novenent on
stronger footing and greater solidarity.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said at the end of the
assenbly the anmendnents are al so ai med at avoi di ng noney politics and at
the sane tinme stressed on a stronger Umo culture to prevent
m smanagemnent .

Sonme 1, 900 del egates attended the assenbly to deci de on the anendnents.

The notion to anend the constitution was tabl ed by Educati on M ni ster
and Umo vice president Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak, and supported by
Acting Umo Youth Head Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein who is also the Deputy
Primary I ndustries M nister.

The hi ghlight of the anendnents is the abolishnent of the 10-point bonus
votes system Under the system each division's nomination gives a
candi date vying for the president or the deputy president's post 10 points
bonus votes in the Umo general el ection.

The bonus system has now been scrapped, followi ng the anmendnents. Inits
pl ace the party now requires that a candi date nust secure at |east 30 per
cent support fromits 165 divisions to contest for the post of party
president. The requirenent is 20 per cent for deputy president and 15 per
cent for the three vice president posts.

Wnding up the notion |ater, Foreign Mnister and vice president Datuk
Seri Abdul  ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d anendnments passed by del egates attendi ng
t he one-day assenbly proved that denmocracy in Umo is alive and heal t hy.

"Menbers' faith in the party's Suprene Council will only enhance Umo's
unity and strength. These anendnments will further inprove Umo as a
political party in the country,” he added.

Abdul | ah al so acknow edged t he i nportance of nmenbers' support to the
movenent, and he called on themto put the party's interests above their
own.

He noted that the speed these amendnents were approved shows the
del egates' faith in the Supreme Council, and wi th the amendnents, the
party can continue its struggle.

"W nust realise that what is inportant is the party's unity and
strength. It is unity and strength that will ensure Umo to be in good
health. The party's health nmust be the order of the day."

O her anmendnents to the Constitution are on nmenbership's applications
and status, conditions to contest or holding posts in the novenents, and
di sci plinary actions.
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