04 MAY 1998
Mahathir-Harris
UWNO EXPELS HARRI S SALLEH

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernama) -- Umo today expelled former Sabah Chief
M ni ster Datuk Harris Salleh as he had joi ned anot her party.

Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
the decision was made in tonight's meeting of the supreme council, the
party's hi ghest policy-maki ng body.

Under the Umo constitution, a menber is not allowed to enbrace another
party.

" W don't allow Umo nmenbers to join another party. He (Harris) is now
a nenber of another party and has been expelled," he told a news conference
after chairing the suprene council neeting.

Harris, has been appoi nted Acting President of Bersekutu on March 29
this year while he is still an Umo nenber in the Ransay branch of the
Labuan di vi si on

He said Harris has been an Umo nenber since March 29, 1991 and his
menber shi p nunber is 01478797.

Dr Mahathir also said that he would | eave for Sabah on Thursday to neet
Sabah Bari san Nasional (BN) |eaders to decide the next Chief Mnister.

Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee's two-year termexpires on May 28.

Dr Mahathir said tonight's neeting al so di scussed the freedom of
worship in this country.

He said efforts to convert Muslins to another religion is barred in
Mal aysi a.

" W will ensure that Mal aysians are free to enbrace any religion of
their choice but there should be no attenpts to convert Misli ns.

But sometines this happens due to |ove affairs but we do not all ow
Musl i ms enbraci ng other faiths,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government woul d provide places of worship for
non- Muslinms but if tenples or shrines were built in areas w thout approval
fromthe authorities, they had to be rel ocated.

Alternative sites would be provided if there is a basis for a place of
wor shi p, he said.

He said religious freedomwas di scussed follow ng the recent clash
between Muslins and Hi ndus over a tenple issue in Kanpung Rawa in Pul au
Pi nang.

Dr Mahathir said the relocation need to be carried out orderly so as
not to hurt the feelings of the devotees.

Asked whet her the meeting di scussed the non-governnmental organisation
(NGO) which provided information to the British press that Ml aysi a
al | egedl y mass poi soned I ndonesian illegal immgrants, Dr Mahathir said the
matter was raised but due to | ack of evidence to prove in court, the nane
of the NGO coul d not be reveal ed.

Asked whet her action woul d be taken agai nst those who all eged that
police m ght have given the photographs of the all eged nass poi soni ng, he
said his earlier statenent was based on the assunption that the photograph
was on nmess poi soni ng

But the photograph is an old picture of the Senenyih riot and not on
mass poi si ning," he said.

The neeting al so el ected Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman, Datuk Wra Mhd
Ali Rustamand Datuk I brahimAi as the suprene council's representatives
to the Umo Youth del egates' conference.

Representatives to the Wanita del egates' conference are Datuk Mistapa



Mohaned, Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali and Tan Sri Abdul Ham d Pawant eh.
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