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Naj i b- Yout h
UWNO YOUTH CAN CRI Tl Cl ZE LEADERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth should not blindly support
but could instead criticize the party's | eadership, Umo Vice President
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

He said the Youth novenent was free to criticize as long as it was
according to party channels as the | eadership is an institution that nust
be respected.

The Youth novenent shoul d al so defend the | eadership in any situation
he said in addressing a forumon Umo Youth in the New M| I enniumat the
Putra World Trade Centre here.

"Umo Youth shoul d never ever go against the party | eadership and
shoul d | ook to Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad as a father,"
he sai d.

"Thi s does not nean Umo Youth should give support blindly but the fact
is that the party leadership is an institution that nust be respected."

Naji b, who is also Education Mnister, called on Umo Youth to defend
the party | eadership and when it puts forward the wi shes of the grassroots,
it is to strengthen and not weaken the party | eadership.

He said Umo Youth should continue to drive for reforms as Umo is the
party that brings the nost effective refornms for the country.

"The word reform should not be made the property of others as it would
then picture Umo, especially Umo Youth, as not making the appropriate and
necessary changes al t hough Umo has | ong pronoted reforns,"” he said.

He rem nded Umo Youth that the changes pursued nmust be within the
system practi ced which respects the | aw and party constitution.

Najib also called on the Umo Youth novenent to inprove their know edge
in science and information technology in order to ensure the target of
being a fully devel oped nation by 2020 is achi eved.

Earlier, Acting Umo Youth chief Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein said
the Youth nmovenent should be thankful to be born a generation of the New
Econom c Policy, the result of Umo's struggl es.

He said the Youth novement should thus be ready to defend the country
in meeting current chall enges.
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