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UWNO SUPREME COUNCI L ACTED TO SAFEGUARD PARTY- YUSOF NOR

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sept 5 (Bernamm) -- The Umo Supreme Council's
unani nous decision to expel Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe party is to
safeguard the dignity and honour of Ummo, party Information Chief Datuk Dr
Yusof Nor said today.

Umo was not acting like a court and neting out punishnment when it
expel l ed Anwar but was nerely safeguading its nmenbers and ensuring that
they followed Islamc teachings, he said.

Umo woul d nount a nationwi de canpaign to explain Anwar's expul sion
fromthe party to prevent confusi on anong nenbers, he said.

"Umo initially did not entertain talk about Datuk Seri Anwar's scanda
thinking it was fabrication and a result of envy," he said at a news
conferance at Radi o Mal aysi a Ter engganu.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had confidence in
Anwar and on nunerous occasi ons had said that Anwar woul d be his successor
and even appointed himacting Prinme Mnister and acting party president for
two nont hs.

"Unfortunately in the mdst of this, the Prine Mnister was faced with
statements and di scl osures which he found difficult to ignore and to
saf eguard the image of the party, race and country, he had to act with
great reluctance agai nst his deputy whom he had trusted," he said.

Umo had no choice but to take a firmstand on this issue to di scharge
its responsibility and trust placed in it, Dr Yusof said.

"Wth a heavy heart the party | eadership had to go through the process
of deciding between the truth and fal sehood even though it involved a
person of the sanme race and religion as well as a conpatriot,” he said.

The informati on before Umo could not be rejected and there was
adequat e proof for his expulsion fromthe party, Dr Yusof said.

He expressed the hope that all Umo menbers woul d understand this
matter and strengthen unity anong thensel ves particularly during the
present econom c situation in the coutnry.
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