08/ 12/ 1998
Umo to rel ease tape of Sept 3 proceedi ngs

Ram an Sai d; Azrani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Umo suprenme council tonight decided to nake
public the tape recordings of its Sept 3 neeting which discussed the
sacki ng of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimso that the people would know t he
truth.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said this was because the
edited version of the tapes had been circul ated, aimed at portrayi ng Anwar
in a positive manner.

"The original recordings are much | onger than the circul ated ones. W
found out that parts of Anwar's speech revealing his character had been
edited to i nmprove his i nage

"So as the (edited) tapes have now been circul ated, we deci ded to nake
them (original tapes) public to all ow everyone to listen to all the
speeches of not only Anwar but al so other council nmenbers, as well as the
deci sion nade by the council that night," he said at a Press conference
after chairing a supreme council neeting at the party headquarters at
Menara Dato Onn.

Wth the rel ease of the entire recordings, Dr Mahathir said it was hoped
that there would be no nore attenpts to clear "soneone's inage".

He said the tapes could be purchased from secretary-general Datuk
Sabbar uddi n Chi k, who had been directed to rel ease them as soon as
possi bl e.

On whet her Umo woul d | odge a police report over the | eak of the
recordings, he said it would not as they had al ready been circul at ed.

Asked if there would be an investigation to determn ne who | eaked the
recordi ngs, Dr Mahathir said: "No, we can't find (them. It's very
difficult. Nowadays people are so clever, technology is so good and even
when | speak sonetines | have to whisper, fearing that other people will
over hear."

On whet her tonight's nmeeting touched on the vacant position of Deputy
Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir said it had been rai sed by several counci
nmenbers.

"W discussed it openly but I do not have to reveal the details.™

Dr Mahathir said the suprenme council also condemmed attenpts by United
States Vice-President Al Gore and currency trader George Soros to
interfere in the internal affairs of the country.

On whether Soros' statement calling for his renoval as Prine Mnister
woul d hanper the Government's efforts to regain the confidence of foreign
investors, Dr Mahathir said they would continue to invest in Ml aysia
"when they have the chance to nake noney".

"I have no worries about that. Soros can speak until he turns blue in
the face. It nakes no diferrence."

On the party's special general assenbly on Sunday, Dr Mahathir said the
suprene council decided that the amendnents to the party's constitution
woul d be tabled by vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak while the
wi ndi ng-up woul d be handl ed by anot her vice-president, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi .

He sai d del egates would not be allowed to raise issues other than the
proposed anendnents.

The council al so endorsed the recomrendati ons of its disciplinary and
managenent commttee to sack two nmenbers for their involvenent in anti-
party activities.



Naji b, who is the committee joint chairman, said the two nenbers were
Wan Jusoh Wan Kol ok of the Kuantan division and Baharuddin @Si badar
Abdul | ah of the Sepang di vi sion.

Beaufort division Youth head Abdul Rahman Yaakub has been suspended
whi | e anot her 11 had been war ned.

Najib said the fate of the remaining menbers i ssued show cause letters
had not been decided. The comm ttee had i ssued 47 show cause letters to
menbers suspected of supporting the Reformasi novenent.

Asked if those warned included former Umo Yout h head Datuk Ahmad Zahi d
Ham di and Tunpat division chief Datuk Kamaruddi n Jaafar, Najib said they
were still under "observation".
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