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Mahat hi r - Book
UVWNO TO | NVESTI GATE PUBLI CATI ON OF BOOK DI SPARAG NG ANVWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Umo president Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hir Mohamad said today that the party will investigate whether the
contents of the book disparaging his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim have
any basi s.

The Prime Mnister said that Umo would also like to find out the
nmotive for the book to be witten.

"We want to know who did it, why he did it and whet her what he stated
has any basis or whether the owner of the premises is involved," Dr
Mahat hir said at a news conference at the end of the second day of the Umo
general assenbly here.

He was commenting on the statenment by Negeri Senbilan Umo del egate
Rusl an Kassi mwho told the assenbly that he has proof as to who is behind
the publication of the book which has been banned fromdistribution
following an interiminjunction obtained in court on the eve of the
assenbl y.

Accordi ng to Ruslan, he has proof that the book was witten "with the
bl essi ngs of soneone within the Umo circle and its publisher is renting a
busi ness prem ses bel ongi ng soneone within the Umo circle."

According to a statenment by the legal firm Messers Faiz and Co,
representing Anwar, the book entitled "50 Dalil Kenapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh
Jadi Perdana Menteri" (50 Reasons Why Anwar Cannot Becone Prinme M nister)
i s published by Media Pul au Legenda and witten by Khalid Jafri.

On Ruslan's allegation that several secretariat staff of the party
headquarters were also involved in the distribution of the book, Dr
Mahat hir said that the secretariat would probe the matter

Asked whet her action would be taken agai nst any Umo menbers invol ved
inthe printing and distribution of the book, Dr Mahathir said it was up to
the party's Managenment and Di sciplinary Committee.

The conmittee is headed by Anwar.

On whether the parties responsible for the printing and distribution of
t he book woul d be detained under the Internal Security Act (ISA), he said:
"W don't use the | SA that way".

Dr Mahathir, who is Home Mnister, said that the | SA is used agai nst
those invol ved i n dadah and cases |ike forgery of passports.

He said there has been no political prisoner held under the |ISA

"Unfortunately, when a politician is produced in court, it is still not
right.

"If the politician is fromthe opposition party, it is as if he is
privil eged, he cannot be detained under the | SA, cannot be produced in
court. Even that (producing himin court) is wong," said Dr Mahathir.
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