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Mahat hi r - pol i ci es
UWNO NEEDS TO STAY WTH I TS W NNI NG PCLI Cl ES

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Umo has devel oped wi nning policies and it
is inmportant that the party stays with these policies no matter who | eads
the organi sation, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d t oday.

The Prime M nister, responding to a question whether his successor
woul d continue with his policies, said these were not his personal policies
but national ones.

Dr Mahathir said the Umo polls next year woul d determ ne who woul d be
his deputy as well as his successor.

"But nore inmportant than choosing nme is for Umo to stay with the
policies that we have devel oped because these are winning policies," he
said during a question and answer session at a | uncheon tal k attended by
Japanese corporate | eaders, bankers and academ ci ans here.

"My successor of course will not be |like nme 100 per cent. |'mnot 100
per cent like my predecessor. The style may be different but although | may
have put sone ideas into our policies, they are not ny personal policies,
they are national policies," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said due to sl ower econonic perfornance, Ml aysia
woul d no | onger be able to achieve the previous |level of 8 per cent growth
and due to this, the Barisan Nasional might not be able to achieve the same
big majority in the next election.

Speaki ng about ex-Deputy Prinme Mnister Anwar | brahim the prine
mnister said it was unfortunate that he was forced to renove his deputy,
addi ng that he was left with no choice but to do what he did.

This was particularly so when he had to do it at a time when Ml aysi a
was havi ng economi ¢ recession and taking into account political problens
arising fromhis decision

" Until about two nonths ago, Anwar was my chosen successor as prine
mnister. | would rather that this did not happen,” he said.

Anwar, sacked as Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance M nister on Sept 2
and expelled a day | ater fromUmo, of which he was deputy president, is
facing 10 charges of sodonmy and corruption and will go on trial from Nov 2.

-- Bernanma
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