25/ 09/ 1998
Umo Youth wants council to act against its chief

Adel i ne Ong

THE Umo Yout h novenent yesterday passed a resol ution urging the Suprene
Council to take disciplinary action against its detained | eader Datuk
Ahrmad Zahid Ham di for supporting former deputy vice president Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m s reformnovenent.

At a nmeeting in Kuala Lunmpur, the novenent presented Umo secretary-
general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik with a menorandumfor action to be taken by
t he Suprene Counci l

It was signed by Umo Youth deputy head Dat uk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n
and 20 exco nenbers.

Meanwhi |l e, all youth nmovenents of Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties
cane out with a joint statement which strongly opposes the unruly
behavi our of Anwar's supporters who challenged the | aw by staging ill ega
assenblies in the past few days.

"Their action is considered irresponsi ble and has gone overboard
especially with regards to our tradition and cul ture.

"The damagi ng of properties and historical material displayed at the
Umo buil ding not only caused anger and tested the patience of the Umo
Yout h, but also the other youth | eaders of the conponent parties in
Bari san Nasi onal ," H shamuddi n sai d.

In the statenment, the youth | eaders of the conponent parties voiced
their support to the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad.

Making it clear that Barisan Youth will go all out in fighting the
ref orm novenent, Hi shamruddi n urged the nmovenent to work harder to explain
the actual situation to the people.

He said there will be a mammopth gathering to give an expl anation of
Anwar's detention to the grassroots. The exact date and venue of the
gathering is yet to be finalised.

There will also be efforts taken to gauge the sentinent and views of the
nmenbers.

Umo Youth, he said, have directed its division and branch | eaders to
hol d di al ogues wi th grassroot nmenbers to explain the decision taken by the
party's Supreme Council to expel Anwar.

Hi shamuddi n al so warned foreigners not to get involved with the
donestic matter.

It was reported that Australian Prinme Mnister John Howard had upset Dr
Mahat hir over his statenents on Monday that there was an apparent drift
"towards an authoritarian rule" in Mlaysia.

Howard was al so reported to have said that police and other state powers
shoul d not be used to conbat political opponents.
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