02/ 08/ 1998

Umo Youth to i ssue statenent tonorrow

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Umo Youth's international affairs bureau will make
an official statenent on Monday on the current issues affecting bilateral
rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore.

Its chairman, Datuk Hi shammuddi n Tun Hussein, said they were nonitoring
the neasures taken by the Singapore Government and the contents of its
medi a reports.

"W will make an official statement that is based on concrete grounds in
Johor on Monday," he said.

Speaking to reporters after |aunching the Ml aysian Ti nber Council's
Mal aysia's Green Attractions gui debook at the Lake Gardens here,

H shammuddi n said the novenent recently nmet with youth |l eaders in the BN
coalition to discuss current issues and gather ideas on how to resol ve
t hem

"I appreciate the staunch support given to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir in resolving the issues, especially those which affect the
country's sovereignty and rights.

"These matters nust be resolved in a matured and wi se manner," he sai d.

To a question on whet her Umo Youth had becone a "toothless tiger" in
the light of prevailing current issues, Hi shammuddin said it woul d not
benefit anyone for the novenent to issue strongly-worded statenments
wi t hout considering the inplications.

"We should not be rash as these current issues are |linked to our
relations with other countries and it may have an effect on our future
generati on.

"Bef ore maki ng any deci sion, we shoul d al ways be aware of the
repercussions that may result,” he said.

He added that tinme would prove the novenent's decision in maintaining
its silence was right because "our enenmies are just waiting to provoke our
| eaders to fight anmong thenselves, to cause a split in society and ensure
our vision is not achieved”

"We nust act in a matured way and think of ways to cooperate with our
Prime Mnister to overcone the country's present econom ¢ problens.”

( END)
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