13 DEC 1998
Mahat hir-Cul ture
UWVNO MEMBERS TOLD TO ESTABLI SH CULTURE EMPHASI SI NG ON PARTY' S | NTEREST

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d today that Ummo nmenmbers shoul d establish a culture placing
enphasis on the interest of the party over the interest of individuals or
certain candi dat es.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that if the party was
sacrificed due to the obsession for a certain candidate, it would be
count er - producti ve.

"The party is inportant...individuals are not. Individuals cone and go
but the party remains nmuch much |l onger. Struggles are not over just because
an i ndividual has failed but struggles end if the party is destroyed," he
said at the Umo special general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre,
her e.

The special general assenbly was held to debate and approve 16
amendnents to the constitution in efforts to consolidate the party and curb
nmoney politics in the party el ection.

The prinme minister said that party nmenbers should cl ose ranks after an
el ection so that the party's enem es coul d not take advant age.

"Tensions during an el ection should be set aside and efforts
concentrated on ensuring the success of the party's objectives," he said.

Umo is scheduled to hold the party election in June, next year.

Dr Mahathir said that anmendnents tabled at the special general assenbly
were aimed at protecting the party fromthe |likelihood of denocratic
freedom bei ng abused in the party.

They woul d hopefully prevent practices that could cause rifts and
weaken the party, he said.

However, he said that the constitution al one woul d not guarantee the
party's integrity or its continued existence.

"What can ensure the party's integrity and its continued existence are
t he understandi ng and wi sdom of menbers in adhering to the approved
constitution,” he said.

Dr Mahathir, in his 30-m nute speech, also stressed on the inportance
of Umo maintaining its integrity so that it would continue to be respected
and gain the support of the people.

"In the party, what should be given priority are the party's integrity,
the party's effectiveness. Victory in beconming a |leader will be meani ngl ess
if it causes the party to disunite, nmake it weak, fail in wnning the
el ection and to forma governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the true culture of denpbcracy calls for
election to be held in a friendly at nosphere.

He said that Umo nmenbers should al so give their solid support to an
el ected | eader

"Support should be given to himfor as long as he renains a | eader," he
sai d.

Loyal ty and devotion for a | eader should not be given because of his
physi que or personality but because of the post he held, in accordance with
the party constitution and through the party el ection, he said.

"If he | oses the confidence of the party, he could be dropped by the
party, also in accordance with the party constitution," he said.

As such, he said, an election of a candi date shoul d be based on his
character, capabilities and other attributes qualifying himas a | eader

"The question of loyalty to himas an individual or |eader of a faction



shoul d not arise and i nfluence an election," said Dr Mahathir.
- - BERNANA
ZKS RON RM



	UMNO MEMBERS TOLD TO ESTABLISH CULTURE EMPHASISING ON PARTY'S INTEREST (Bernama 13/12/1998)

