05/ 09/ 1998
Umo MPs back renoval of Anwar from Cabi net and party

Sa' odah Elias

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Umo Menbers of Parlianent G oup (UWG today
expressed its support for the renoval of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
Cabi net and as party nmenber, saying the decision was the right one.

Pl edgi ng support for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in his capacity as
Prime M nister and Umo president, the group, which conprises ordinary
Umo MPs, said it believed the dismssal "was for the good of the
religion, the country and the party".

The group's stand was announced by its president Datuk Dr Janal uddin
Jarjis after a 50-m nute energency neeting at Parlianent House.

Jamal uddin, who is the MP for Ronpin, said the decision to support the
nove agai nst Anwar was based on the fact that Dr Mahathir was a very
experienced and far-sighted | eader.

"W are confident that Dr Mahathir had studied the matter very carefully
bef ore maki ng the decision," he added.

He said they were further convinced that Dr Mahathir was a visionary
| eader who knew what he was doi ng as had repeatedly been proven through
hi s previous decisions and acti ons.

"Al t hough several of his previous decisions and actions were criticised,
questioned and ridiculed by nany quarters, in the end they were proven to
be good for the country," he added.

He said anong Dr Mahathir's unpopul ar deci sions was his stand on the
currency specul ators which had drawn fierce criticismfromaround the
worl d, but was proven to be right.

Anot her, he said, was the appointnment of Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n as the
Speci al Functions M nister which was questioned by nany, but had now been
proven effective in hel ping the econony.

The sane was with Dr Mahathir's decision to go ahead with the nationa
car project in the mid-eighties.

Jamal uddi n said 23 of the group's 52 menbers were present at the
meeting, and all States except Penang and Mal acca were represented by
their respective | eaders.

He said the group's Penang | eader, Dr Nongsari Mhd Radhi (Balik Pul au)
and its Mal acca | eader Datuk Abu Seman Yusop (Al or Gajah) were unable to
attend because they had to attend an official function.

However, he said, both | eaders and that of Sabah had verbally inforned
the group earlier that all Umo MPs fromthe States woul d support whatever
deci sion taken at the neeting.

O her State | eaders present at the neeting were Sel angor's Mohd Noh Omar
(Tanjung Karang), Perak's Datuk Zi hin Hassan (Larut), Negri Senbilan's
Dat uk Abu Zahar N ka Ujang (Kual a Pil ah), Terengganu's Rahi m Mohd Said
(Kual a Nerus), Kelantan's Datuk Shukri Mhamad (Machang), Johor's Datuk
Mohd Khal ed Nordi n (Johor Baru), Kedah's Datuk Badruddin Amrul din (Yan),
Perlis' Mhd | sa Sabu (Kangar), Pahang's Amr Hanzah Ahmad (Lipis), and
Kual a Lunpur's Datuk Dr Kamal Salleh (Wangsa Maj u).
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