09/ 06/ 1998
Umo council extends V-P's | eave

Fadzi| Gnazali
THE Umo suprene council |ast night extended the | eave of party vice-
president Tan Sri Mihammad Muhammad Tai b.

Umo president and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
Muhammad' s | eave of absence has been extended until the court nakes a
deci si on on the case.

"The suprene council holds the opinion that Muhammad cannot assune his
duty as a Umo vice president. Furthernore, there is news that he will be
taken to court again.

"As such, he is not yet allowed to assune his duties as the vice
president. His | eave of absence will be extended until the court nakes a
deci sion on his case," he told reporters after chairing a three-hour Umo
suprene council meeting in Kuala Lunmpur |ast night.

Dr Mahat hir said Muhanmad had nmet hi myesterday norning to subnmit a
decl aration on his assets.

"I am now checking to find out when he | ast nade such a declaration ...
| was busy today so | did not check it properly," he added. The Prine
M nister visited the Kuala Lunmpur International Airport in Sepang
yest erday norni ng.

Asked whet her Muhammad's series of court cases, of which one was in
Australia, had caused any damage to the party, Dr Mahathir said: "I do not
know whet her there is any damage or not. It just goes to show that we have
al ways adopted a stand that if any party nenber does anything that
warrants a case being taken against him we will not stand in the way.

Dr Mahathir said this has been the history of Umo, which had seen
several Menteris Besar facing court action, adding that: "W do not
protect the guilty parties but if the person is innocent, we wll defend
him"

On the status of Negri Senbilan State Executive Councill or Datuk Wad
Mansor who was charged |last May with five counts of corruption, Umo
deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid the suprene council had
recei ved his resignation | ast nonth.

"He is now on | eave of absence until after the court decision is nmade on
the charges,"” he added.

To a question on the main theme of the upcom ng Umo assenbly, Dr
Mahat hir said the econom c problens would nost |ikely be the main thene.

"This is not surprising. | nyself would be doing injustice if |I do not
tal k about the econom c problens during the neeting,"” he added.

Asked whet her corruption and nepoti smwoul d al so be raised at the
meeting, Dr Mahathir said it is up to party nmenbers to do so if they felt
that the natters needed attention.

On the opposition's call for a roundtable neeting with other politica
parties to discuss the econom c situation, Dr Mahathir said: "W do not
want to politicise this issue. The opposition had said that they will wn
nore seats because of the economic downturn. To them it is a politica
i ssue which will benefit them

"So it is up to the people to accept whether it is proper to nmake use of
the country's msfortune to inprove their (the opposition) fortune," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so said the suprenme council will discuss in detail the
| ndonesi an econoni ¢ situation, and the | essons that could be | earnt from
the republic's experience.



It al so discussed the criticisnms nmade towards the New Econom c Poli cy.
( END)
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