04 SEP 1998
Abdul | ah - Anwar
UVNO COUNCI L' S DECI SI ON ENDORSEMENT OF ANWAR S SACKI NG

By: E Sivabal an

DURBAN, Sept 4 (Bernamm) -- Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi today said the party Suprene Council's decision to expel Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimis an endorsenent of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s sacki ng of Anwar as Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance
M ni ster.

"The suprene council's decision is an endorsenent of the prine
mnister's decision,” Abdullah told Ml aysian journalists here.

Abdul I ah, who is Foreign Mnister, was here representing Dr Mahathir at
the 12th sunmit neeting of countries of the Non-Alignnent Mvenent (NAM
whi ch ended yest er day.

Abdul I ah said that before the NAM neeting commenced he had witten to
Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, expressing support for whatever
the council's decision relating to Anwar's position in the party.

"I've sent a letter to the prime mnister through the Umo executive
secretary on the inpending action (agai nst Anwar) and woul d support it," he
sai d.

Abdul | ah said he received a report on Anwar's expul sion from Umo
shortly after the suprene council ended its four-hour neeting in Kual a
Lunmpur early today.

Anwar had attended the neeting as party deputy president.

"The decision is unprecedented (in Umo). But obviously the suprene
council menbers have reasons to conme up with such a decision (to expe
Anwar)," he said.

Abdul | ah said he was informed that while the council nenbers were given
the choi ce between secret balloting and open voting to decide on Anwar's
position in the party, they had unani nously reached a consensus that Anwar
be expel | ed.

"What is inportant nowis for Umo menbers to understand the suprene
council's decision. Qur task is to explain to Umo nenbers (why the
deci si on was necessary),"” he said.

Abdul I ah said it was crucial that Umo remai ned the backbone of the
governi ng Barisan Nasional coalition under Dr Mahathir's | eadership

"It is our responsibility to support the prime mnister,"” he added.
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