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UWNO DI SCUSSES MAT TAIB'S POSI TI ON ON JUNE 8

KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today said the Umo Suprenme Council will discuss the position of
former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Muhamad Taib in the
party at its nmeeting on June 8.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, said he could not by hinself
deci de on Muhanmad' s position.

Ajury in the Brisbane District Court yesterday acquitted Mihamuad of
two counts of falsely declaring the noney he was bringing into Australia on
Dec 16 1996 and failing to declare nore than A$1.26 nmillion (RVM2.9 mllion)
when | eaving for New Zeal and si x days | ater.

" That one we cannot decide until the supreme council neets. |If you ask
me now, how can | nmake a decision," said the prinme mnister when approached
by reporters on the matter after opening the MCA's 45th general assenbly
her e.

Muhamrad resi gned as Sel angor Menteri Besar and took | eave as Unmo vice
presi dent upon being prosecuted in Australia in connection with the case.

Dr Mahathir al so declined comment when asked whet her he was surprised
upon | earning that Muhanmmad has properties worth mllions of ringgit in
Australia and New Zeal and.

"I don't think | have to answer the question first until the Umo
Supreme Council neets.

"In fact, as MB, he should declare his assets to ne," said the prine
m ni ster.

During his trial |last Monday Muhammad told the court that he had used
his wife Puan Sri Asbi Rohani Hasnan's nane when buyi ng up several
properties in Australia and New Zeal and.

H's Australian properties, the court was told, include | and worth
A$460, 000, a bungal ow al so costing A$460, 000 i n Sovereign |Island, Cold
Coast and a farmworth A$3.7 million in Currajong

In New Zeal and his properties include a Nz$500, 000 hone and two pi eces
of land worth about NZ$4 million, the court was told.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prime M nister and Umo deputy president Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msaid the party's managenment and di scipline committee would
del i berate on Muhammad's case at its nmeeting next week.

Anwar, who is conmittee chairman, said it woul d convey the outcone of
that neeting to Dr Mahathir and then forward it to the Umo suprene
counci | .

"I'"ve discussed with the party president and we've argeed that the
matter be discussed in the suprene council," Anwar told reporters after
hour-1long talks with the Cormbnweal th secretary-general Chief Enmeka Anyaoku
her e.

Anwar had earlier met Commonweal th youth mnisters who are here
attendi ng a three-day neeting endi ng t oday.

"W wel cone the court's decision and we congratulate Tan Sri Miuhanmad, "
Anwar added.

Umo has two ot her vice-presidents nanely Education M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak and Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .
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