28 SEP 1998
Mohaned- Umo
UVWNO DI VI SI ONS USED TO TOPPLE DR MAHATH R- MOHAMED RAHMAT

JOHOR BAHARU, Sept 28 (Bernama) -- Information M nister Datuk Mhamed
Rahmat said today that several Ummo Divisions have been used for the
pur pose of toppling Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as party president.
Leaders at divisional |evels had been paid nonthly allowances of
bet ween RV, 000 and RMLO, 000 and sone divi sions had been allocated with RML
mllionto R mllion to carry out subversive activities in Umo, he said.
"We can identify the divisions involved. There is talk that 90
di vi sions had been used in this way," he told reporters after attending a
briefing on current political issues at the Pulai Umo Division.

Mohaned, who is also a nmenber of the Umo Suprene Council, said the
| eaders of these divisions should repent and return to the party's
struggl e.

"The noney they received is to inplenent programmes to topple the
| eader shi p," he said.

He said the integrity of Umo had been chal |l enged and hence every
menber shoul d show |l oyalty to the party and accept with an open mind the
Prime Mnister's decision to sack Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
gover nnent .

They shoul d al so accept the Umo Suprene Council's decision to expe
Anwar fromthe party as the nove was to preserve Umo's cl eanliness,
Mohaned sai d.

He al so hit out at groups using nosques as venues for denonstrations
and rem nded the people not to get involved as the police would take firm
action.

"This problemis not a problemof religion. Hence it is inappropriate
to use nosques, " he said.

Mohamed said there was proof of foreign interference to weaken the
Mal aysi an Government foll owi ng the sacki ng of Anwar.

"The foreign nmedia played a role in this matter," he said.

He al so said Anwar's supporters had gone to several countries to enli st
their support and that of non-governnental organisations to achieve their
obj ecti ves.

He said what was being faced now was an internal matter and Ml aysi ans
had the right to resolve the problemthensel ves w t hout outside
i nterference.
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